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AUTHOR SERIES DESCRIPTION BOOKS

Adler-Olsen, Jussi 
Department Q/Detective Carl 

Morck

These fast-paced and suspenseful crime thrillers feature crotchety and difficult Detective 
Carl Morck of Copenhagen. Morck and his subordinates in Department Q, the cold case 
unit, have a talent for finding and solving complex cold cases on which lives still depend, 
while dealing with troublesome departmental and personal politics. The books bring 
seemingly disparate plot lines together for a twisted and violent climax.

7

Airth, Rennie John Madden

Rennie Airth is a historical mystery writer who sets his books in Britain -- either the 
countryside or in London -- around the time of World War I. He effectively summons the 
uncertainty, gloom, and despair of that ugly time, simultaneously conjuring the beauty of 
England's countryside and the dirt of wartime London. Airth also convincingly describes the 
latest advances in forensic science and criminal psychology, all the while keeping us 
immersed in the nuances of a classic mystery story. Airth's protagonists are fully-realized: 
driven, self-doubting, and troubled and his readers will enjoyably share their travails.

5

Akunin, Boris Detective Erast Fandorin

These historical mysteries, set in Moscow in the 1870s, follow Detective Erast Fandorin of 
the Moscow Police as he investigates suicides, murders, and all manner of nefarious 
activities. Distinguished by a strong sense of place -- Moscow practically springs from the 
page -- this richly detailed series conjures the dark, cold, dangerous streets of old Russia.

6

Albert, Susan Wittig China Bayles Mysteries

Susan Wittig Albert is a versatile writer of three distinct Cozy Mystery series, all of which 
feature an interesting mix of colorful characters, multiple puzzles leading to ingenious plot 
twists, and carefully researched, richly described settings. Her female protagonists are 
strong, intelligent women who fight injustice, which can lead to conflict with the male 
protagonists, who have a differing perspective, then later to a romantic 
relationship. Albert also adds subtle humor and a touch of whimsy to these leisurely paced 
stories to enchant her readers.  These homespun and witty cozy mysteries star China 
Bayles, an ex-lawyer turned herbalist and talented amateur sleuth. The leisurely stories 
concern themselves with relationships among the eccentric and well-drawn citizens of 
small-town Pecan Springs, TX as much as with intriguing mysteries. The books are replete 
with herbalist lore, tantalizing recipes, and interesting information related to the current 
puzzle. 

25

Albert, Susan Wittig Darling Dahlias
(First book in series) The Depression-era women of a Darling, Alabama, garden club get to 
the bottom of a mysterious buried treasure and a young woman's murder.

6

Albert, Susan Wittig Cottage Takes of Beatrix Potter
After purchasing a farm in the Lake District of England, an animal lover attempts to befriend 
her fellow villagers, while her animal companions solve a baffling mystery, in a mystery tale 
inspired by the life of Beatrix Potter.

8
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Allingham, Margery Albert Campion Mysteries

Albert Campion is a fictional character in a series of detective novels and short 
stories by Margery Allingham. He first appeared as a supporting character in The Crime at 
Black Dudley  (1929), an adventure story involving a ring of criminals, and would go on to 
feature in another 18 novels and over 20 short stories. Supposedly created as a parody 
of Dorothy L. Sayers' detective Lord Peter Wimsey, Campion established his own identity, 
and matured and developed as the series progressed. After Allingham's death her husband 
Philip Youngman Carter completed her last Campion book and wrote two more before his 
own death.

29

Andrews, Donna Meg Langslow Mysteries

Starring decorative blacksmith and amateur detective Meg Langslow, these amusing 
mysteries poke fun at modern social conventions and small-town living. Their funny, 
offbeat tone, dialogue-rich narratives, and amusing misadventures make for light, fast-paced 
reading that will leave you in an upbeat mood -- in spite of the occasional murder.  Mystery 
writer Donna Andrews has won several of the major awards in the genre for her several 
cozy-style series, with her sharp humor widely appreciated. While her novels feature well-
structured murder mysteries, the primary focus is human nature, both as a source of humor 
and of wonderment. Her casts of characters are warmly-rendered, with her heroines being 
particularly interesting individuals. This is most especially true of the heroine of the Turing 
Hopper mysteries, an artificial intelligence program who finds herself to be increasingly 
sentient as she investigates murders and learns more about human behavior.

22

Andrews, Donna Turing Hopper Mysteries
(First book in series) When Zack, a workaholic computer expert, suddenly disappears, his 
friend, Turing, a sentient artificial intelligence personality created by Zack, begins to suspect 
foul play and turns sleuth to find out what happened to her creator.

Arruda, Suzanne Jade del Cameron

Suzanne Arruda's Jade del Cameron mysteries feature fast-paced, action-filled stories, an 
unusual setting, and a likeable, capable heroine. Having learned how to handle a gun and an 
ambulance while serving at the front in WW I, Jade cannot settle down after the war. A 
career as a photojournalist offers her the thrills she is seeking, and her work takes her to 
Kenya, the main locale for the series. Arruda has an eye for local color and customs and for 
the interactions between natives and the colonizers. 

6

Atherton, Nancy Aunt Dimity Mysteries

Nancy Atherton's Cozy Mystery series features ghost Aunt Dimity and a stuffed bunny 
named Reginald, alongside protagonist Lori Shepherd, the somewhat naive but always 
optimistic heroine who learns and grows in each adventure. Every story involves a puzzle 
that Lori must solve. These tales also feature recipes and the World War II history of the 
fictional small town of Finch, England. Atherton's stories develop at a deliberate, measured 
pace, but she effectively builds tension with small asides and the intrusion of daily life. 

22
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Atkins, Ace Quinn Colson

This character-driven suspense series follows ex-Army Ranger, now-sherriff Quinn Colson as 
he brings law and order to his Mississippi hometown, fighting corruption, kidnapping rings, 
and Mexican drug cartels along the way. Fast-paced and gritty, these novels feature 
unflinching violence, relentless suspense, and one man's strong sense of justice.

7

Atkinson, Kate Jackson Brodie

Jackson Brodie is a private investigator, originally from Yorkshire. A former soldier and 
policeman he now makes his money working from investigating infidelity and finding 
missing cats. Jackson's tough-guy exterior belies a deeply empathetic heart. He's unable to 
resist coming to the rescue and increasingly he becomes a magnet for the bereaved, the 
lost and the dysfunctional. His ability to connect comes from his own tragic childhood that 
still haunts him.

4

Ault, Sand Jamaica Wild

(First book in series) Witnessing the death of a Tanoah man during a buffalo stampede, 
Bureau of Land Management agent Jamaica Wild suspects that the man's demise may not 
have been accidental and evaluates the evidence at the side of her Pueblo surrogate 
grandmother.  Modern western mystery.

4

Baldacci, David Amos Decker

Middle-aged, overweight Amos Decker -- former college football star, former police officer, 
and presently a down-on-his-luck private investigator -- has hyperthymesia, a psychological 
condition that prevents him from forgetting anything. These intricately plotted thrillers 
follow the quirky detective as he brings his unusual talent to bear on tragic, sometimes 
personal, criminal cases.

3

Baldacci, David King & Maxwell

When discredited Secret Service agents Sean King and Michelle Maxwell notice similarities 
between the two cases that left them both discredited, they decide to team up as private 
investigators, determined to fight crime in these suspenseful and action-packed series.

6

Baldacci, David The Camel Club

The Camel Club consists of four unlikely partners: The leader, man without a past currently 
called "Oliver Stone"; obsessive computer genius Milton Farb; blue-collar laborer Reuben 
Rhodes; and Library of Congress reference specialist Caleb Shaw. Their goal: to seek the 
truth, an often elusive goal in their hometown, Washington, D.C. In their quest for truth, 
they collect an unusual array of friends who assist them including Secret Service agent Alex 
Ford, homeless activist Adelphia, and con-artist extraordinaire Annabelle Conroy.

5

Baldacci, David Will Robie
America has enemies, ruthless people that the police, the FBI, even the military can't stop. 
That's when the U.S. government calls on Will Robie, a stone cold hitman who never 
questions orders and always nails his target.

5

Baldacci, David John Puller

These suspense novels star John Puller, an investigator in the army's Criminal Investigative 
Division. One part soldier, one part detective, Puller is both a thinker and a man of action. 
These novels are big on suspense and mystery, following Puller as he solves murders and 
uncovers government conspiracies.

4
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Banville, John
Evidence Trilogy, Alexander Cleave 
Trilogy, and Great Scientists Trilogy

Known as an exquisite prose stylist, John Banville writes psychological tales that explore 
the less pleasant sides of human nature. He plumbs the depths of his characters' psyches 
with a dark-adapted eye, and as a result his novels are haunting and disturbing. Due to his 
artistic background, his writing is very visual in nature, and frequently includes details about 
the world of art. The beauty of his language elevates commonplace events, and these are 
granted additional depth by reference to themes found in history and philosophy, or other 
works of literature.

3

Barnes, Linda Carlotta Carlyle

Mystery writer Linda Barnes is best known for her Carlotta Carlyle mysteries starring a 
smart, independent, tough-as-nails Bostonite etched in the hardboiled tradition. Even after 
three decades, Barnes remains one of the best in the genre, reliably delivering brisk pacing, 
memorable characters, taut storytelling, and plots and subplots that twist and surprise.

12

Barr, Nevada Anna Pigeon

Nevada Barr's detective-Park Ranger Anna Pigeon is a serious woman with a self-
deprecatory sense of humor. The stories have a strong sense of place, set in areas of 
spectacular beauty and using evocative prose to describe the scenery and advocate for 
ecological and conservation perspectives. While identifying evil and tracking down killers, 
Anna remains dedicated to protecting the natural world. Pacing is not rushed, 
but Barr builds tension by re-introducing past characters and embroiling Anna in family and 
friendship issues. 

19

Bass, Jefferson 
Body Farm Mysteries or Bill 

Brockton Series

Jefferson Bass is actually the writing team of Jon Jefferson, a journalist and writer, and Dr. 
Bill Bass, a forensic anthropologist who founded the "Body Farm" at the University of 
Tennessee, the primary location for the fictional Body Farm Mysteries. In addition to this 
series, they have also written non-fiction titles about Bass and the work he does, both at 
the Body Farm and beyond (including the exhumation of the Big Bopper). 

10

Beaton, M.C. Agatha Raisin

Miss Marple gets a modern makeover with the cranky and assertive Agatha Raisin, who 
retires to a small English village that is filled with quirky characters and numerous dead 
bodies. Nosy Agatha has a warm heart and looks for love in this cozy series that captures 
the flavor of village life in witty prose and intricate, captivating plots.

28

Beckett, Simon David Hunter

(First book in series) Once a high-profile forensic anthropologist, Dr. David Hunter keeps his 
past a secret while hiding himself in an isolated English village, until he is asked by the 
police to use his arcane skills to help track down the killer of a young woman, whose 
murder becomes only the first in a series of twisted mutilation killings.

4
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Bell, Ted Alexander Hawke

Lord Alexander Hawke is a descendant of the English pirate Blackhawke and skilled in the 
cutthroat's ways himself. While still a boy, on a voyage to the Caribbean, Alex Hawke 
witnesses an act of horror. Hidden in a compartment on his father's yacht, Alex sees his 
parents murdered by three pirates. It is an event that will haunt him for the remainder of his 
life.

10

Berenson, Alex John Wells

Alex Berenson writes gripping, fast-paced thrillers that incorporate contemporary politics 
into suspenseful tales of action-packed rescues and international intrigue. The laconic, hard-
nosed protagonist of his John Wells Novels fearlessly infiltrates cartels, terrorist 
organizations, and rogue militias, dispensing brutal violence while maintaining his Islamic 
faith. Berenson includes plenty of well-researched technical detail and geopolitical insight 
in his depictions of exotic and dangerous locales across the globe, but the compelling, plot-
driven action never slows down.

11

Berenson, Laurien Melanie Travis

Laurien Berenson is best-known for writing cozy mysteries that are centered around dogs. 
The same protagonist, Melanie Travis, is featured throughout the light-hearted novels, and 
there are lots of dogs to help solve the case and to help Melanie with her own life. The 
plots are fast-paced, and quirky characters add to the humor and charm. Berenson has also 
written two psychological thrillers and several romance novels, including some written 
under the name Laurien Blair.

21

Berkeley, Anthony Roger Sheringham

Berkeley was quite prominent amongst crime writers of his time and was associated with 
others in this field, including Christie, Sayers and Chesterton, in founding the Detection 
Club. The mysteries written as 'Anthony Berkeley' are more or less straight detective fiction, 
featuring one of two detectives: Roger Sheringham, an egotist whom Berkeley deliberately 
made as unpleasant as he could, and a dithery but much nicer elderly man, Mr. Chitterwick. 
Berkeley's The Poisoned Chocolates Case   is a tour-de-force of Golden Age detection, with 
no fewer than six separate solutions proposed and argued for before the final conclusion is 
reached.

11

Berry, Steve Cotton Malone

Attorney and novelist Steve Berry brings a love of history and meticulous research to his 
thrillers, which frequently involve conspiracies spanning the globe. With well-drawn 
characters, fast-paced narratives, vivid descriptions and integration of historical events, 
Berry's novels - whether series or stand-alone - crackle with page-turning excitement. His 
series protagonist, Cotton Malone, a former federal agent, and a recurring cast of characters 
develop over a series of novels. 

12

Bishop, Claudia
Sarah and Meg Quilliam AKA 

Hemlock Farm Mysteries

(First book in series) Sarah Quilliam, manager of the Hemlock Falls Inn, and her chef sister, 
Meg, turn detective when a reenactment of the seventeenth-century witch trials turns all 
too real when a mock execution leads to a very dead victim.

18
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Black, Benjamin Quirke

Benjamin Black is a pseudonym under which John Banville writes crime fiction. These clever, 
atmospheric, and intricately plotted tales often feature Quirke, a shrewd pathologist with 
personal troubles, navigating the underbelly of 1950s Dublin, a city filled with corruption, 
poverty, and brutal violence. Black's vivid descriptions of pastoral beauty and urban grime, 
his sparkling prose and insightful metaphors, and his evocative characterizations of complex 
characters will appeal to readers looking for textured and nuanced mysteries.

7

Bland, Eleanor Taylor Marti MacAlister

Eleanor Taylor Bland writes crime novels that feature Marti MacAlister, an African-American 
policewoman living and working in a town just south of Chicago. MacAlister is a good cop 
and an even better good Samaritan, looking out for children, the mentally ill, and the 
disadvantaged. Bland gives MacAlister a well-rounded, nuanced personality; she's gentle, 
kind, and tough without being cliched or stereotyped. Bland has stated that she uses her 
fiction to "comment on slices of life within black culture..." With grace and wit, she gently 
explores the intersection of race, gender and class. 

13

Block, Lawrence John Keller

Character-driven and fast-paced, this darkly humorous series follows conflicted contract 
killer John Keller as he negotiates his profession, a mid-life crisis, and new beginnings. Very 
little blood is spilled directly; it’s Keller’s sardonic wit and reflective nature that carry the 
compelling tales to a place well beyond the average thriller.

6

Block, Lawrence Bernie Rhodenbarr

Lawrence Block is a highly-acclaimed and extremely versatile Mystery author of several 
best-selling series, as well as a few stand-alone novels and short story collections. Readers 
enjoy Block's characters, who are all thinking men and who share a fundamental integrity. 
The tone is different in each series, ranging from comedic to hard-boiled. Block creates 
tension with an extraordinary sense of pacing, which alternately drags readers along at 
breakneck speed and then forces them to wait impatiently for events outside their control 
to occur. 

11

Bolton, S. J. Lacey Flint

Detective Constable Lacey Flint stars in these fast-paced psychological suspense stories set 
in gritty, present-day London. Although her work sometimes takes its toll, Flint never flags 
in her pursuit of murderers and serial killers in this intricately plotted, compelling series. 
Both Flint and the complex secondary characters shine amidst the gruesome crimes and 
atmospheric settings.

4
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Booth, Stephen Ben Cooper & Diane Fry

Stephen Booth, author of British police procedurals starring Det. Sgt. Diane Fry and Det. 
Constable Ben Cooper, has been called a master of "rural noir." His novels are full of 
psychological suspense and delve into human nature and relationships, as well as solving a 
mystery. Fans of fast-paced, action-packed crime novels may become impatient 
with Booth, but thoughtful readers love his carefully plotted, atmospheric and intelligent 
mysteries. His exploration of the darkness lurking under everyday exteriors adds depth to 
his stories, and he displays a masterful sense of place, immersing readers in the setting of 
England's peak district. 

16

Bowen, Peter Gabriel Du Pre

Peter Bowen's works offer readers a sympathetic look at the American West during both 
the 19th century and contemporary times. While the time frames and genres he sets his 
stories in are different, Bowen's narratives feature well-developed characters, humor, clear 
affection for the setting and insight into both historical and contemporary issues. Readers 
will find a compelling story and an unvarnished look at the West.

14

Bowen, Rhys Molly Murphy

Using the pseudonym Rhys Bowen, Janet Quin-Harkin, a hugely prolific writer of young 
adult novels, writes several well-regarded cozy mystery series. While set in very different 
time periods and locales, these novels share in common vivid characterization of both 
people and places, whether they be Irishwomen in 19th century New York City or 
policemen in present-day rural Wales. Her protagonists are gently but piquantly well-
described and individual, with compelling backstories and appealing personalities; 
secondary characters are also well-done. While Bowen is more focused on character, plots 
are also satisfyingly constructed

17

Bowen, Rhys Royal Spyness Mysteries

Set in 1930s England, these charming, light historical mysteries beautifully evoke the years 
between the wars through vibrant characters, both real and fictitious, and humorous prose. 
The spunky heroine, who is a minor royal, uses her connections to move through society 
and solve murders. The cleverly plotted stories provide a lively, tongue-in-cheek invocation 
of the English country house mystery.

11

Box, C. J. Cassie Dewell

These gritty, intricately-plotted thrillers star both the indefatigable deputy sheriff Cassie 
Dewell and, to a lesser extent, her alcoholic, equally tenacious former partner, Cody Hoyt. 
The compelling series, set in Montana and North Dakota and perfectly capturing the bleak 
quality of the Great Plains, chronicles their pursuit of missing teens, drug gangs, and serial 
killers.

3

Box, C.J. Joe Pickett

Set in the lovingly described Wyoming wilderness, these intricately plotted mysteries 
integrate environmental and political issues into each fast-paced, suspenseful mystery. The 
sensitively drawn state game warden Joe Pickett is honest, upright, hardworking, and utterly 
compelling, and he is surrounded by equally interesting secondary characters, 
including Joe’s family. The skillfully crafted stories are action packed and often violent.

17
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Bradley, C. Alan Flavia De Luce

Canadian novelist C. Alan Bradley writes quirky and darkly comic mystery stories set in rural 
England during the 1950s. His popular Flavia De Luce series focuses on a precocious 11 year-
old girl dealing with her eccentric aristocratic family, dabbling in poisons, and brilliantly 
unraveling macabre crimes that occur in her village. These charming tales will win over 
readers with their polished prose, wry wit, complex and colorful characters, and whimsical 
tone that blends the vividly drawn atmospheric detail found in cozy mysteries with the 
ghoulish glee of the Addams Family. 

8

Braun, Lilian Jacksin The Cat Who….

Lilian Jackson Braun's Cat Who cozy mystery series features newspaperman James (Qwill) 
Qwilleran and his two Siamese cats, who help him solve the latest crime with their 
extraordinary powers of perception. Colorful characters, both feline and human, dominate 
these entertaining stories, in which both the natives and the landscape of Pickax in Moose 
County are elaborately described. These mysteries unfold at a leisurely pace, with a 
solution always carefully laid out in the end. 

29

Brown, Rita Mae Mrs. Murphy

Rita Mae Brown writes witty, clever mysteries and mainstream fiction with a strong sense of 
place and memorable, if quirky, characters. Currently best known for two mystery series, 
she started with mainstream fiction exploring themes of community and belonging, and has 
written a few historical novels. Her stories feature strong women characters, and also 
include non-human characters (cats, dogs, and horses) who are much wiser than their 
human counterparts. A gentle humor pervades her storytelling even when she explores 
issues from varying viewpoints. 

26

Brown, Rita Mae Sister Jane Foxhunting Mysteries
(First book in series) In a mystery set in the high-class and tradition-bound world of Virginia 
foxhunting, the murder of a candidate for the coveted "joint-master" leaves many suspects 
among the social climbers vying for the position.

Buchanan, Edna Britt Montero

A Pulitzer-winning Miami crime reporter, Edna Buchanan has written numerous thrillers set 
in that city, which she vibrantly portrays. Her appealing protagonists include journalists and 
law enforcement agents who share intriguing insight into investigative work as they 
navigate Buchanan's complex and fast-paced plots.(First book in series) With a police cover-
up and citywide outrage brewing in the wake of a black football star's suspicious death 
while under police custody, Cuban-American crime reporter Britt Montero steps in to 
uncover the truth.

9

Buchanan, Edna Craig Burch
(First book in series) Entreated by a twelve-year widow to apply new forensic technologies 
to the unsolved case of her husband's killing, Miami's Cold Case Squad follows leads that 
link to other murders and suggest that the man may still be alive.

3
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Buckley, Fiona Ursula Blanchard

Fiona Buckley, a pseudonym of novelist Valerie Anand, writes atmospheric, meticulously 
detailed historical mysteries set in the court of the English queen Elizabeth I. The cunning 
and courageous heroine of her Ursula Blanchard Mysteries deftly investigates the intricate 
royal intrigues, shady aristocrats, and baffling murders that she encounters as aide to the 
queen. Buckley's elegant prose, skillful blending of historical fact and imaginative fiction, 
evocative period descriptions, and clever, twist-filled plots will delight fans of Elizabethan 
historical fiction looking for some sinister intrigue. 

14

Burdett, John Sonchai Jitplecheep

Most of John Burdett's suspenseful, action-packed mysteries take place in Thailand. They 
explore the sordid sex and drug underworld in Bangkok through the eyes of a devoutly 
Buddhist policeman, whose philosophical comments bring out the contrasts between Asian 
and Western attitudes on sex, drugs, morality, corruption, and work. 

6

Burke, James Lee Dave Robicheaux

Set in lyrically described southern Louisiana, these hardboiled police thrillers feature an 
introspective detective who sees the Cajun lifestyle being destroyed by big oil, corrupt 
politicians, and drug lords. The gritty, complex plots reveal the dark side of society through 
believable characters—both good and evil-- while the action builds in suspense to violent 
showdowns with the villains.

20

Butcher, Jim The Dresden Files

Wizard private detective Harry Dresden battles overwhelming supernatural forces in these 
fast-paced and haunting noir fantasies. He confronts deadly paranormal politics and 
appalling moral choices with prodigious skill, a wicked sense of humor, and a deep-set 
personal code of honor. Set in a vividly-described Chicago, these compelling books and 
their well-drawn characters, while potentially stand-alone novels, are better understood if 
read sequentially.

15

Cain, Chelsea Archie & Gretchen

These highly suspenseful and intricately plotted thrillers feature Portland, Oregon police 
detective Archie Sheridan and serial killer Gretchen Lowell. The characters' inextricable 
emotional and psychosexual entanglement began with his ruthless torture at her hands, and 
salvation when she called 911 and turned herself in. These gruesome novels are 
masterpieces of thoroughly believable psychological complexity. They're darkly humorous, 
vividly written, and better read in order.

6

Camilleri, Andrea Inspector Montalbano

Sicilian Andrea Camilleri's mysteries feature police Inspector Salvo Montalbano, who 
dances carefully through organized crime and bureaucratic corruption to identify criminals 
and bring them to justice. Montalbano's difficult, inconstant relationship with his lover Livia 
is balanced by his capacity for empathy with victims and their families--and his gusto for 
good food. Vivid descriptions of meals, locales, and believable characters captivate the 
reader. Social issues produce crimes that complicate his moderately-paced investigations. 
Cases resolve satisfactorily, even though Montalbano and Livia never seem to get any 
closer together. 

21
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Cannell, Dorothy Ellie Haskell

(First book in series) Reluctant to show up at her family reunion carrying so many extra 
pounds, unmarried, overweight Ellie Simons hires Bentley T. Haskell to pose as her fiance, 
thus beginning a weekend of romance, jealousy, and murder.  Cozy mystery with a female 
amateur sleuth.  Setting is Yorkshire, England.

14

Cannell, Stephen Shane Scully

Stephen J. Cannell is best known for his gritty, character-driven, and intricately plotted 
Shane Scully The novels follow the hard-nosed, ruggedly individual detective as he wades 
through the seamy underbelly of Los Angeles, interacts with quirky partners, struggles with 
volatile bureau politics, and devises unorthodox means for solving for grisly crimes. Cannell 
has a flair for crafting evocative, well-developed characters and for creating unique 
atmosphere full of authentic police lingo and insider views into the glamor and ugliness of 
show business.

11

Cantrell, Rebecca Hannah Vogel

A writer of psychologically intense historical thrillers, blending well-observed detail with 
affecting human drama, Rebecca Cantrell has also written well-received paranormal thrillers 
with James Rollins. She's best known for the Hannah Vogel mysteries, which follow a female 
crime reporter and spy in 1930's Berlin. 

4

Carr, John Dickson Dr. Gideon Fell

Readers seeking compelling, head-scratching mystery fiction should seek out the work 
of John Dickson Carr. His atmospheric and intricately plotted locked room mysteries, in 
which the crime seems to have been committed under unexplainable conditions (e.g., 
within a still-locked room), initially suggest supernatural forces before his protagonist, such 
as detective Dr. Gideon Fell or Sir Henry Merrivale, through keen observation discovers 
more ordinary causes for the violence. The vivid descriptions, ominous tone, slow-
simmering suspense, and imaginative and complex puzzles that especially careful readers 
can solve will delight jaded mystery fans. 

23

Casey, Elizabeth Lynn
Tori Sinclair AKA Southern Sewing 

Circle Mysteries

(First book in series) Targeted by uncharitable town gossip from the minute she arrives in a 
small South Carolina community, librarian Tori struggles to move past the pain of her 
cheating ex-husband and is forced to prove her innocence when a corrupt police 
investigator pins a murder charge on her.

12

Castillo, Linda Kate Burkholder

In the sleepy rural town of Painters Mill, Ohio, the Amish and “English” residents have lived 
side by side for two centuries. But sixteen years ago, a series of brutal murders shattered 
the peaceful farming community. Kate Burkholder, a young Amish girl, survived the terror of 
the Slaughterhouse Killer but came away from its brutality with the realization that she no 
longer belonged with the Amish. Now, a wealth of experience later, Kate has been asked to 
return to Painters Mill as Chief of Police. In these mystery thrillers, Kate must seek out the 
truth in a society of silence—and face some secrets of her own.

9
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Castle, Richard Nikki Heat

Richard Castle is the author of the Nikki Heat mystery series. He's also not a real 
person. Castle is a fictional character portrayed by actor Nathan Fillion on the TV 
show Castle, in which Castle is the author of the Derrick Storm mystery series and the Nikki 
Heat books. As a way to promote the television show, "Castle" released several real-world 
Nikki Heat novels, which quickly became bestsellers. Castle's entertaining and fast-paced 
books mix crime with a bit of romance as sparks fly between the two main characters, 
helped along by a liberal dose of comic verbal sparring.

9

Chandler, Raymond Phillip Marlowe

Philip Marlowe was born in Santa Rosa, California.  He runs a single man operation out of 
the Cahuenga Building in Los Angeles. Tall, and big enough to take care of himself, he likes 
liquor, women, reading, chess and working alone, and is educated enough that he boasts he 
can speak English "if he's required to." He used to work for the district attorney office, but 
was fired for insubordination.  Ex-cop turned private investigator.  The last book in the 
series was completed by Robert B. Parker, the leading private detective writer (Spenser) at 
the time of the publication of Poodle Springs.

8

Child, Lee Jack Reacher

Lee Child's suspense novels feature fine writing; complex, twisted plots; relentless pacing; 
and an engaging loner hero. The series hero, Jack Reacher, is a fascinating enigma who 
strives to provide justice for those who can't get it on their own. Reacher is a man of 
integrity, but a flawed man: one who makes mistakes and then makes them right. His 
investigation is meticulously outlined, while these dark, edgy stories build to a violent and 
fast-paced denouement, with the violence only as a final resort. 

22

Child, Lincoln Jeremy Logan

These fast-paced techno-thrillers star intrepid scholar-explorers, most notably Professor 
Jeremy Logan, an "enigmalogist" -- an investigator who specializes in analyzing phenomena 
that have no obvious explanation. Secrets and mysterious artifacts abound in this series: 
lost cities, buried monsters, deadly curses, unheard-of diseases. Combined with white-
knuckle suspense, crisp writing, and compelling plots these tales make for non-stop action 
and adventure.

5
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Childs, Laura
Tea Shop Mysteries  AKA the 

Theodosia Browning Mysteries

As Laura Childs, Gerry Schmitt writes mysteries that are cozy in all senses of the word. The 
tone of her novels is warmly engaging as she immerses readers in quaintly beautiful places 
and the lives of characters with passionate interests. These characters are vividly-described 
and their relationships have the heft of real shared history. A wealth of fascinating detail is 
included in Childs' work and she often includes recipes from local cuisines, for extra realism. 
Childs balances this toothsome context with tidy and often humorous plots following her 
protagonists' amateur sleuthing of puzzling crimes.  Set in and around the historic district of 
Charleston, SC, these amateur detective mysteries offer a colorful and vibrant locale, a 
large cast of continuing characters and a series of unfortunately timed murders all linked in 
some way to Theodosia Browning’s Indigo Tea Shop and the various herbal concoctions she 
sells. 

18

Christie, Agatha Miss Jane Marple

Many consider Agatha Christie the grand dame of mysteries for her clever, complex plots. 
Fortunately, she also laid the foundation for the "fair play" mystery: No clues are hidden 
from the reader, so with careful attention it is possible to solve the mystery. Her characters 
most famously include Hercule Poirot and Miss Jane Marple. Typical of the cozy mystery 
genre, violence, forensic details, and other intimate encounters occur off-stage; a clear 
resolution occurs; and justice usually prevails. 

13

Christie, Agatha Hercule Poirot

Mysteries with the Belgian detective Hercule Poirot. These can mostly be read as stand-
alone in any order, but based on internal chronology The Mysterious Affair at Styles  is the 
first Poirot story and Curtain  was written to be the final Poirot story and should be read 
last. 

39

Church, James Inspector O

In a vividly evoked and richly detailed North Korea, endemic paranoia and disinformation 
make solving complex crimes trickier and more dangerous in these suspenseful and lush 
hard-boiled police procedurals. However, the wily and acerbic Inspector O of the Ministry 
of People's Security is up to the task, employing intelligence, unflappability, and hard-won 
skills gained through surviving brutal totalitarian politics.

6

Churchill, Jill Jane Jeffry
(First book in series) When an unpopular cleaning lady is strangled to death with a vacuum 
cleaner cord, Jane Jeffry, a single mom with an eye for mysteries, finds time between PTA 
meetings and car pools to do some sleuthing. 

16

Churchill, Jill Grace & Favor Mysteries

(First book in series) Depression-era New Yorkers Lily and Robert Brewster are delighted 
when they inherit a fortune from their late great-uncle Horatio, if they live in his rural 
Hudson mansion for ten years, but the sibling sleuths soon discover that Horatio was 
murdered andthey have become prime suspects in the crime.

6
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Coben, Harlan Myron Bolitar

This is a series of thrillers featuring the character of Myron Bolitar, created by the author 
Harlan Coben. Bolitar is a former basketball player turned sports agent who ends up 
embroiled in the problems caused by his clients and has to solve them. Myron Bolitar is 6 
feet tall and he’s considered handsome by most women.

11

Collins, Max Allen Nathan "Nate" Heller

These gritty and intricately plotted hard-boiled mysteries mix well-researched fact and 
fiction to present thoroughly believable alternate solutions to real historic crimes, also 
offering vivid depictions of their settings and times. Hard guy P.I. Nathan Heller works his 
cases with straight-forward action, tough dialog, and the help of his many connections in 
high and low places. These fast-paced stories are steamy, offbeat, and violent.

19

Conant, Susan
Holly Winter AKA Dog Lover's 

Mysteries

Those who love mysteries and dogs won't be able to keep their paws off the work 
of Susan Conant. Conant mixes those elements in a series of mysteries featuring dog trainer 
and her two Alaskan Malamutes, delivering considerable information about dogs, taut 
plotting, and clever comedy

19

Connelly, Michael Harry Bosch

These intricately plotted and gritty mysteries feature Harry Bosch, an anti-establishment 
LAPD detective who routinely flouts the authority of his superiors, who (to be fair) are 
often corrupt or making questionable choices.. These stand-alone police procedurals are 
character-driven and psychologically astute, giving readers great insight into Bosch’s inner 
world. They are fast-paced, bleak , and can turn violent unexpectedly.

22

Connolly, John Charlie "Bird" Parker

Ex-cop/private investigator Charlie "Bird" Parker features in this intelligent and disturbing 
psychological suspense/mystery series with supernatural elements. Tortured by the 
horrifying murder of his family, compassion and revenge drive him to help others resolve 
personal tragedies which plumb the darkest recesses of human nature. Along with 
memorable characters, these stylistically impressive books feature dark humor, explicit 
violence, and intense atmosphere.

15

Connolly, Sheila Orchard Mysteries

(First book in series) While renovating the Massachusetts colonial house her mother 
inherited to sell it quickly for a share of the profits, Meg Corey unexpectedly becomes 
enamored of the house and orchard, until she stumbles upon the dead body of her ex-
boyfriend floating in her new septic tank. 

10

Connolly, Sheila County Cork Mysteries
(First book in series) While visiting the small Irish village where her Gran was born, Maura 
tries to get to know the people who knew her Gran, but instead, finds herself mired in a 
homicide investigation when a body is discovered in a nearby bog.

5

Connolly, Sheila Museum Mysteries

(First book in series) When a collection of George Washington's letters go missing on the 
day of the Pennsylvania Antiquarian Society's gala, fundraiser Nell Pratt, frustrated with the 
Society president--and her boyfriend--for not pushing an investigation, looks into the 
mystery herself and uncovers a long history of crime that could get her killed.

7
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14

Cook, Glen Garrett Files
Fantasy mysteries; Hardboiled . (First book in series) Garrett, a human detective, tries to 
track down the heir to a fortune in silver in a world of gnomes, centaurs, and vampires. 14

Coonts, Stephen Tommy Carmellini
Former burglar and current CIA operative Tommy Carmellini applies his personal and 
professional training against Al Qaeda and terrorists the world over.

8

Coonts, Stephen Deep Black
(First book in series) When a spy plane gathering information on a new Russian weapon is 
shot down by a mysterious MiG, Deep Black, the covert operations team of the National 
Security Agency, is sent to uncover the truth about the incident.

9

Cornwell, Patricia Kay Scarpetta

When the series begins Kay Scarpetta is Virginia's Medical Examiner. She is one of the 
toughest and most driven investigators. Scarpetta uses clues from autopsy results and 
microscopic studies of evidence to solve any case that come her way. Start at the 
beginning with Postmortem  and read them in order so that you can see the character and 
her relationships develop over time.  

24

Cotterill, Colin Siri Paiboun

Colin Cotterill brings a welcome spin to mysteries featuring a sleuthing medical examiner in 
his Siri Paiboun novels. Rather than rely upon a familiar Western 
setting, Cotterill transplants the genre to 1970s Asia, mixing mystery with politics, 
mysticism, and themes such as international relations, government bureaucracy and 
racism. Cotterill's witty and fast paced narratives are not only filled with cultural insight, 
but also feature compelling characters, particularly his clever protagonist, Laotian National 
Coroner Siri Paiboun. Finding his charming characters and crisply plotted narratives in these 
mysteries with an educational undercurrent, readers will enjoy Cotterill's works. 

12

Coulter, Catherine FBI Series

Bringing cold-blooded killers and ruthless murderers to justice is just a day in the life of FBI 
agents Dillion Savich and Lacey Sherlock. Important criminal investigations take them all 
around the U.S.A., from big cities to small towns. Get ready for some nail-biting suspense!

21

Crais, Robert Elvis Cole/Joe Pike

Robert Crais writes Hardboiled Mystery in his Elvis Cole series. He develops engaging plots 
and well-developed characters with a clean, terse style. Whimsical personal eccentricities 
(such as a wardrobe of Hawaiian shirts) refresh the stereotype of his world-weary gumshoe, 
Elvis. Protagonists remain cautiously optimistic about human nature at large, even when 
disappointed (as by the occasional femme fatale). Liberal humor and a little romance set an 
upbeat tone. Guided by his strong moral code, world-weary Los Angeles private detective 
Elvis Cole finds justice as he reunites families and protects the innocent with the help of his 
intimidating ex-Marine partner Joe Pike.

16
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Crombie, Deborah Duncan Kincaid & Gemma James

Deborah Crombie builds layered Mystery stories on complex characters and realistic 
settings, with a tangible mood that puts readers right where the action is. Scotland Yard 
detectives Duncan Kincaid and Gemma James work together empathetically, using both 
good procedure and intuition to solve crimes. The multilayered but still fast-moving plots 
bring in the family and personal issues of Kincaid and James, as well as presenting details of 
history and life in various parts of the UK. All these factors combine to draw readers in and 
satisfy them with thrilling resolutions to the investigations. 

17

Dahl, Arne Intercrime

First book in series) Detective Paul Hjelm is placed into an elite team of officers and sent on 
a mission to track down a killer who has been systematically targeting business leaders, a 
case that pits them against the Russian Mafia and Sweden's secret wealthy societies.

3

Daly, Elizabeth Henry Gamadge

Agatha Christie said that Elizabeth Daly was her favorite American mystery writer.  Daly 
features Henry Gamadge who makes a living as a consultant on old books and autographs.  
Her books are cleverly constructed with the same civilized settings that you would find in a 
Christie mystery.   

16

Davidson, Diane Mott Goldy Bear

Diane Mott Davidson is known for the humor, quirky characters, and small town feeling of 
her cozy culinary mysteries. Caterer Goldy Bear is a smart heroine, whose ability to juggle 
her work and personal life (as well as murder investigations) makes her very appealing to 
readers. Using the process of cooking as a counterpoint, Davidson sets up a clever mystery 
and leaves clues. These books are generally light in tone, though as the series progresses 
the plots become darker.

17

Davis, Lindsey Flavia Albia

Lindsey Davis mixes history and mystery to create an award-winning series of Historical 
Mysteries featuring her wit, humor, and vivid, amusing characters. The Marcus Didius Falco 
mysteries are set in ancient Rome, yet the snappy tone and quick-witted detective 
resemble those of the classic private investigator novels of the 1930s and 40s. Davis focuses 
on a different part of Roman life in each book, teaching her readers about all aspects of this 
time in history, from the aqueduct system to Rome's literary world.

5

Deaver, Jeffery Lincoln Rhyme

Criminologist Lincoln Rhyme was once the head of the NYPD forensics department, but 
that was before a crime scene accident left him a quadriplegic. After a stint in retirement, 
he enlists rookie police officer and homicide detective hopeful Amelia Sachs as his "legs" 
and together they snare brilliant but ruthless killers.

13

DeMille, Nelson John Corey

If you like tough police detectives and big, bold action, then these gritty, fast-paced 
thrillers are for you. John Corey is a roguish NYPD cop who flouts the rules in pursuit of 
terrorists threatening pandemics and nuclear destruction.These plot-driven tales are packed 
with suspense, rich detail, and plenty of Corey’s wisecracking, cynical asides.

7
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Dexter, Colin Chief Inspector Morse

Colin Dexter writes quirky and intricately plotted procedural mysteries set in England. His 
popular Inspector Morse Mysteries features an eccentric and curmudgeonly protagonist 
who either amazes with his shrewd deductive faculties and arcane knowledge of the 
obscure or offends with his lack of diplomacy and fondness for alcohol. The frequent false 
leads and red herrings will keep readers guessing as Morse deftly weaves his way through 
complex crimes, communities full of vibrant characters, and, whenever he can, a good 
crossword. 

13

Doherty, P.C. 
Hugh Corbett AKA Medieval 

Mysteries

(First book in series) Hugh Corbett, a clerk in the court of King Edward I, investigates the 
death of a man found hanged in a London Church and stumbles onto a deadly conspiracy. 17

Doherty, P.C. Egyptian Mysteries

Under a variety of different pseudonyms, British author P.C. Doherty has put his academic 
training as a historian to good use in crafting more than 75 historical mysteries. The 
chronological settings of Doherty's books vary from ancient Egypt to 19th century Europe, 
but all of his intricately detailed, traditionally styled mysteries exude a strong sense of the 
time period and frequently include the use of real historical figures, such as Edward I and 
Alexander the Great, as characters.

7

Doherty, P.C. Brother Athelstan

Brother Athelstan is a Dominican friar, priest to St Erconwald’s in Southwark, and secretarius 
to Sir John Cranston, the coroner of the City of London. There is a recurring cast of 
parishioners as well, but, as the books are set in the reign of Richard II (the late 14th 
century), there is also the political background of general unrest to provide additional 
detail to the stories, building to the Peasants’ Revolt in the most recent titles. Usually (but 
not always) features an impossible crime.

17

Doiron, Paul Warden Mike Bowditch

Starring Maine game warden Mike Bowditch, these suspense tales provide both a strong 
sense of place and white-knuckle tension. Avoiding popular cliches about Maine and its 
people, the series features believable characterization, compelling prose that alternates 
between spare action and lush description, and situations where Bowditch must choose 
between the personal loyalties and the law he's determined to uphold.

8

Doudera, Vicki Darby Farr

Darby Farr, a real estate agent returning from California to her old hometown of Hurricane 
Harbor, Maine.  Traditional, medium-boiled mysteries featuring a smart and savvy real 
estate agent, making sales and solving crimes, even when deals go deadly. The Darby Farr 
Mystery series combines pulse-pounding suspense with a glimpse into luxury real estate as 
red-hot realtor Darby Farr returns to her Maine hometown—and discovers a deadly puzzle.

5

Downie, Ruth Gaius Petreius Ruso

(First book in series) A down-on-his-luck Roman army doctor, Gaius Petreius Ruso decides 
to seek his fortune in one of the far outposts of the Roman Empire, journeying to Britannia, 
where he rescues an injured slave girl, Tilla, from her abusive owner.  Historical mysteries.

7
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17

Dugoni, Robert Tracy Crosswhite

(First book in series) Twenty years after Seattle homicide detective Tracy Crosswhite's 
sister, Sarah, was murdered, Tracy sees a chance to find the real killer when Sarah's remains 
are discovered near their hometown in the northern Cascade mountains of Washington 
State.

5

Dunn, Carola Daisy Dalrymple

Humor, unconventional and intriguing heroines, and well-researched backgrounds 
characterize Carola Dunn's historical Regency-era romances and two cozy mystery series, 
one set in 1920s Great Britain starring titled journalist Daisy Dalrymple and the other in 
Cornwall in the 1960s or 70s with widow Eleanor Trewynn as sleuth. With their charming 
characters and upbeat mood, these entertaining novels also appeal to fans of gentle reads, 
as well as to those who enjoy witty dialogue and interesting settings rich in historical 
details. 

22

Dunning, John Cliff Janeway

John Dunning's Bookman mysteries feature Cliff Janeway, a cop turned rare book dealer. 
Complicated plots full of red herrings engage readers in the mystery at hand. Literary 
settings and book and printing lore play a large role, contributing pieces to the mystery's 
puzzle. Readers who are interested in a rich frame (the antiquarian book trade) that allows 
them to learn something new will enjoy this series.

5

Eisler, Barry John Rain

Though he also writes a full-speed-ahead series featuring a black ops spy, 
American author Barry Eisler is best known for John Rain, a complex, enigmatic half-
Japanese, half-American assassin. A moral if not introspective killer, Rain is an outsider both 
by birth and by career, and he's looking to get out of the business. Eisler, adept at creating 
wholly believable characters and explaining high-tech gadgetry, makes his settings -- Tokyo 
and other exotic locales -- fairly hum with atmosphere: dark jazz clubs and single malt 
whiskeys give way to chilling assassinations and fast-paced action scenes. 

9

Elkins, Aaron Dr. Gideon Oliver

In this blend of forensic science and cozy mystery, an amiable, likable professor of physical 
anthropology helps the police and FBI solve crimes through his knowledge of bones. Clever 
plotting, humor, deftly created characters, and understandable information on bones are 
integrated into complex stories set in various exotic settings, which add local color and 
lore to the books.

18

Elliot, Kendra Callahan and McLane

(First book in series) When an eleven-year-old is abducted on her way to school, the FBI 
immediately sends agents to scour the area and embed Special Agent Ava McLane with the 
family. In the middle is local detective Mason Callahan, whose life is crumbling; he's related 
to thevictim, and his confidential informant has just been murdered. Both he and Agent 
McLane hole up in the victim's family home. As Ava and Mason struggle to hold the family 
together, the two investigators find themselves drawn to each other.

4
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Estleman, Loren Amos Walker

Loren D. Estleman, author of mystery and western fiction, employs a prose style made up 
of sharp, descriptive sentences, witty dialogue, and energetic plotting. Readers enjoy his 
savvy portrayal of the world of crime, often of the industrial city variety (he has a penchant 
for Detroit) and his hard-boiled protagonists (Amos Walker is a throwback that would make 
Marlowe proud, and Peter Macklin is an anti-hero hit-man). Estleman's award-winning 
westerns provide readers with some of the few fresh offerings in what has been called a 
fading genre. 

26

Estleman, Loren Page Murdock

Based in 1840s Montana, these adventure-filled westerns star Deputy Marshal Page 
Murdock, a brave, cynical lawman. The compellingly plotted series features both abundant 
dialogue and a varied cast of characters -- Native Americans, ex-slaves, white settlers -- as 
well as spot-on period atmosphere filled with drama, nostalgia, and violence.  Western 
mysteries.

9

Evanovich, Janet Stephanie Plum

Stephanie Plum isn't the best bounty hunter in New Jersey, but she always gets her man. 
With more luck than talent, her life is full of bail-jumping criminals, car chases, missing 
persons, and trying to find a decent guy. This humorous, action-packed series is full of high-
stakes suspense. The "Between the Numbers" books are listed here with the 
numbered Stephanie Plum books.

24

Fairstein, Linda Alexandra Cooper

Linda A. Fairstein's Alexandra Cooper novels offer dangerous, intriguing puzzles filled with 
gritty forensic and fascinating historical details. Her suspenseful Legal Thrillers combine 
solid investigative work with atmospheric settings involving historic locations in New York 
City. Like real-life DAs, Alex and her partners are responsible for several cases at a time. 
They are well-rounded characters whose camaraderie (along with Alex's more private 
interior life) provides contrast to the intensity of the investigations. Legal questions and 
procedures fill these provocative and fast-paced thrillers, along with suspense and danger, 
including Alex's personal jeopardy.

19

Ferris, Monica Needlecraft Mysteries

Monica Ferris is best known for her cozy mystery novels set in Excelsior, Minnesota. 
Centered around a popular needlework shop, her fast-paced tales feature amateur female 
detectives, murder, knitting, and more murder. The homespun feel of Ferris's work, along 
with its upbeat tone, is complemented by rich detail and a strong sense of place. Readers 
will enjoy both the mysteries and the camaraderie among the various protagonists.

19

Fforde, Jasper Thursday Next

Combining fantasy, adventure, and mystery, these humorous novels revel in literary 
allusions, puns, and outrageous situations. Literary Detective Thursday Next narrates her 
stories, recounting deadly danger as she battles arch-villains and the global mega-
corporation that controls an alternative Britain. Hopping into and out of classic fiction as 
she tracks evil-doers, Thursday's offbeat character is still very sympathetic and believable.

7
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Finder, Joseph Nick Heller

Nick Heller, the star of these breakneck and intricately plotted thrillers, is a skilled yet self-
effacing and wry ex-Special Forces, high-powered corporate intelligence investigator in 
Washington D.C. He uses his many skills, including expertise in digital surveillance and other 
modern detection techniques, to solve corporate crime and uncover high-level corporate 
and government secrets in emotionally supercharged and gripping novels.

3

Flora, Kate Clark Thea Kozak

Kate Flora is the writer of several mystery series set around New England. Sharply chosen 
language illuminates the worlds of her endearingly cranky protagonists as they single-
mindedly pursue the truth. Tight, fast-moving plotting keeps them and readers guessing. 
Secondary characters are drawn in similarly expert fashion. 

7

Flora, Kate Clark Joe Burgess
Joe urgess is a detective in the Portland (ME) police department.  The books in this series 
are police procedurals, often gritty and intricately plotted.

5

Fluke, Joanne Hannah Swensen

These leisurely paced cozy mysteries, set in small-town Lake Eden, MN, are solved by witty 
and practical bakery-owner Hannah Swenson, with the help of her family and two 
boyfriends vying for her attention. The suspenseful mysteries are filled with foodie 
goodness such as bakery talk, caterers, and cooking competitions, and include mouth-
watering recipes. And there's always time for cookies and gossip.

21

Fossum, Karin Inspector Sejer

This moody Scandinavian crime series features gruesome murders and stars Inspector Sejer, 
implacable hunter of extraordinarily dangerous criminals. Set in a stark, cold Norway, the 
novels are intricately plotted and compelling, marked by descriptive writing and complex 
characterization, all presented from the multiple points of view of the killers, victims, and 
investigators.

12

Fowler, Earlene Benni Harper

Frequent Agatha Award nominee Earlene Fowler's best-known work is her long-running 
series of Benni Harper mysteries, although she has also written a number of standalone 
mystery titles. Fowler's work on this series is strongly representative of the cozy mystery 
tradition, following the breezily and often humorously-described amateur sleuthing 
adventures of a personable museum curator as she investigates crimes in her warmly-
imagined small coastal California town. Fowler creates large casts of appealing characters, 
and the puzzler aspects of her mysteries are often secondary to character development, 
topics like folk art, and the discussion of real world ills. 

15
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Francis, Dick Sid Halley

(First book in series) It's amazing what bodily injury can do for a man. A fall from a racehorse 
left brilliant jockey Sid Halley dangerously depressed, with a wrecked hand and the need 
for a new career. It was a bullet wound that helped him find one. Although he'd been with a 
detective agency since his racing accident, it isn't until some two-bit hoodlum drills a slug 
into his side that he is sent out on a case of his own. That is where he meets Zanna Martin, 
a woman who just might make life worth living again. But it is an even-money bet that he 
will be killed before she has the chance.

5

Franklin, Ariana Adelia Aguilar

Historically accurate period details create a vivid bygone Europe in Ariana Franklin's 
Historical Mysteries, which are populated by colorful characters, some fictional, some 
historical. Their complicated, multi-faceted personalities make distinguishing heroes from 
villains tricky. Romantic tensions between characters can be intense, though sexual scenes 
are depicted modestly; violence, however, is depicted in gritty detail. Depend on at least 
one murder to occur in each novel, and expect to race through pages and plot twists as the 
suspense builds toward a climax. Franklin, a pseudonym for Diana Norman, who wrote 
historical fiction and historical romances under her own name, died in 2011.

4

Frazer, Margaret Joliffe Mysteries

Margaret Frazer writes atmospheric, leisurely paced, and character-driven historical 
mysteries set in medieval England. Her thoroughly researched and meticulously detailed 
novels create a strong sense of place, and Frazer has a knack for making seemingly 
innocuous places - priories, theaters, charity hospitals - into dangerous dens of intrigue and 
murder. Though the historical detail often overshadows the menace simmering underneath, 
her richly developed and vibrant characters will keep readers engrossed. 

7

Frazer, Margaret Sister Frevisse
Sister Frevisse is hosteler of the St. Frideswide priory and an amateur sleuth. The series is 
set in the 15th century and is also known as the Dame Frevisse series.

17

Galbraith, Robert Cormoran Strike

Not long after the release of his first book, Robert Galbraith was unmasked as the 
pseudonym of bestselling author J.K. Rowling. Under this name, Rowling published what is 
likely to be the first in a series of mysteries starring a London PI who uses skills of 
deduction and observation to solve crimes. A complex, methodical man, he's aided by a 
curious, enthusiastic office assistant. Vividly drawn characters, skilled storytelling, and 
multiple twists characterize Galbraith's writing.

3

Gardner, Lisa Pierce Quincy

(First book in series) Presents the suspenseful, nerve-shattering story of a woman who puts 
her husband behind bars for the murders of ten women, only to become his intended next 
target when he escapes, and is forced to learn to fight back to save her own life. 

7
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Gardner, Lisa Detective D.D. Warren

Set in Boston, this suspense series stars strong female PD detective D.D. Warren, a 
dedicated investigator who has almost no personal life. Told from multiple viewpoints, all 
of them convincingly authentic, these fast-paced tales center around families torn apart by 
violence, pedophilia, disturbed children, and worse. The novels' intricate plots, combined 
with abundant action, make for unbearable tension.

8

Gash, Jonathan Lovejoy Mysteries

The adventures of Lovejoy, a British antiques dealer based in East Anglia whose scruples are 
not always the highest. He does however have a reputation in the antiques trade as a 
"divvie" (possibly derived from "diviner" although several of the books question this), 
meaning one with an almost supernatural talent for recognising exceptional items as well as 
for distinguishing fakes or forgeries from genuine antiques. 

24

Gaus, Paul L. 
Ohio Amish Mysteries AKA Amish 

Country Mysteries

The first six books were originally published under the series name "Ohio Amish Mysteries", 
but the author has revised and updated them, re-releasing all of the books in the series 
under the new series title. Amish-Country Mysteries.  These books feature a number of 
recurring characters, principally Michael Branden.  The little-known, slow paced series 
includes lots of extra information about the Amish.  P. L. Gaus’s widely praised Amish-
Country Mysteries continue to “probe the tension between the self-reliance of the Amish 
world and the urgencies of the English world” (Kirkus Reviews , starred review).

9

George, Elizabeth Lynley and Havers

American author Elizabeth George writes an urbane brand of police procedural with this 
series featuring New Scotland Yard’s Inspector Thomas Lynley and Police Sergeant Barbara 
Havers.  The books are stylishly written with a remarkable depth of characterization—there 
is often as much focus on the two detectives’ private lives as the actual case they are 
investigating.  Their adversarial professional relationship develops into a friendship 
overtime.  These books should be read in order.

19

Gerritson, Tess Jane Rizzoli & Maura Isles

Combining the police procedural and the forensic medical thriller, these gritty mysteries 
feature a homicide detective and a forensic pathologist who use their intelligence and 
intuition to solve crimes. The flawed, feisty women find themselves in dangerous situations 
as they track down twisted serial killers. The gory descriptions of forensics and the graphic 
violence add to the pulse pounding suspense.

12

Gilman, Dorothy Mrs. Pollifax

Mrs Emily Pollifax is a practical yet imaginative white-haired NJ widow with unusual hats 
and a brown belt in karate who volunteers for the CIA, answering to agents Carstairs and 
Bishop, around the world. Simple always becomes dangerous and hilarious.

14
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Grabenstein, Chris John Ceepak

Chris Grabenstein is known for his mysteries, both for adults and older kids. His adult 
mysteries most often take place in a resort town on the New Jersey shore. Starring an 
unlikely pair of cops, these character-driven tales have a strong sense of place and a great 
sense of humor. Grabenstein successfully juggles danger with amusement in his fast-paced, 
summery work. His novels for older kids are equally as effective: he combines a fast pace 
with clever mysteries and engaging humor. Readers will be drawn to his likable, energetic 
characters.

8

Grafton, Sue Kinsey Millhone

Hard-boiled private investigator Kinsey Millhone investigates murders and searches for 
missing persons, often taking on cold cases. Sassy and practical, she is an orphan and a 
loner, and she does not hesitate to confront vicious criminals who will stop at nothing to 
get away.

25

Grant, Mira Newsflesh

Supernatural Mysteries.  (First book in series) In the year 2014, a new virus emerges, taking 
over bodies and minds with one, unstoppable command, FEED, and, now, 20 years later, 
two reporters will stop at nothing to expose the dark conspiracy behind the infected.

4

Grant, Mira Parasitology

Supernatural Mysteries.(First book in series) Genetically engineered tapeworms that protect 
most of the human populace from illness, boost everyone's immune system, and even 
secrete designer drugs begin to change and want out of human bodies they occupy.

3

Graves, Sarah Lizzie Snow

Set in a colorful, if chilly Maine town, these suspenseful novels star a tough but likable 
female homicide detective. Tense and fast-paced, the stories align with the darker side of 
human nature, though the motivated Lizzie Snow humanizes the cases and adds her own 
personal issues to make a compelling read.

2

Graves, Sarah Home Repair is Homicide Series

The Home Repair Is Homicide mysteries mix home repair, humor, and homicide as Jacobia 
"Jake" Tiptree is pulled into solving local crimes during the course of renovating her seaside 
Maine home. Both the mystery and the renovation process are relayed with humor, and the 
series is well-constructed, light, and cozy.

16

Grimes, Martha Richard Jury

At a leisurely pace and in elegant language, Martha Grimes explores the world of crime in 
contemporary England. Grimes is best known for her series about police inspector Richard 
Jury, a thoughtful and introspective man who struggles with his personal issues in addition 
to the crimes. These books draw readers in with a mix of humor and suspense, rich 
descriptions of English locales and customs, and a moody atmosphere. Grimes has also 
written several stand-alone Thrillers as well as another Mystery series.

23

Grimes, Martha Emma Graham

(First book in series) A 12-year-old girl, waiting at tables in her mother's hotel, becomes 
interested in the death, 40 years earlier, of a girl her age. The victim drowned in a nearby 
lake. So little Emma Graham starts analyzing available evidence, questions old ladies and 
woodsmen, and through perseverance solves a mystery.

4
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Grippando, James Jack Swyteck

Marked by intricate plotting and nonstop suspense, these fast-paced legal thrillers follow 
brilliant defense attorney Jack Swyteck as he pursues murderers, defends the unjustly 
accused, and still finds time for love affairs. This atmospheric series, set in colorful Miami, is 
less about courtroom showdowns than it is about hunting criminals and watching likable 
Jack disentangle himself from sticky situations.

13

Hall, Rachel Howzell Detective Elouise Norton

Black Los Angeles Homicide Detective Elouise “Lou” Norton and her white partnet, Collin 
Taggert work together to solve murders.  These books twisty-turny murder mysteries with 
an entertaining cast of characters. Our protagonist Lou Norton is endearing and fun to root 
for. If you are a fan on Michael Connelly’s Harry Bosch series you might like this series.

4

Hamilton, Steve Alex McKnight

Multi-Edgar Award winner Steve Hamilton's reputation is built upon his Alex McKnight 
mysteries. This tautly-paced, character-driven series relocates the hard-boiled detective 
novel to rural Upper Peninsula Michigan from sunny Los Angeles, putting a fresh spin on the 
genre; Hamilton's non-series novels are typically set in locales that surround their hard-
bitten inhabitants in similar desolation. Hamilton's novels are unflinching examinations of 
the dark side of human nature, even as they are centered on erring but sympathetic 
protagonists. Plotting is complex, meshing multiple storylines. 

10

Harris, Charlaine Sookie Stackhouse

Full of paranormal politics of the vampire, fairy,and were variety, these fast-paced and 
upbeat mysteries feature the telepathic Sookie Stackhouse, her complicated and steamy 
supernatural love life and her knack for finding trouble. Though these engaging novels are 
humorous, they also tackle some darker themes, such as betrayal or a missing child.

13

Hart, Carolyn G. Bailey Ruth

This unusual mystery series stars a ghost, Bailey Ruth Raeburn, who persuades Heaven's 
Department of Good Intentions to employ her as an emissary to the people in her former 
hometown of Adelaide, Oklahoma. Armed with wry humor and a good soul, Ms. Raeburn's 
solves murders, bringing justice to her old haunts in funny, heartwarming tales that always 
end well.

8

Hart, Carolyn G. Death on Demand

Hart's first commercially successful adult mystery series features Annie Laurance, proprietor 
of the Death on Demand bookstore, located in the fictional South Carolina island 
community of Broward's Rock.   By using a mystery bookstore for her background, Hart has 
given her characters the opportunity to talk freely about other mystery authors and books. 
One of the ongoing themes of the series is a contest whereby the first customer who 
correctly identifies a series of five mysteries from the clues in a painting hanging in the 
shop wins his or her choice of a novel.

26
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Harvey, Michael Michael Kelly

With a background in television and true crime as a co-creator of A&E's Cold Case 
Files, Michael Harvey uses wisecracking, dry wit and crackling, terse dialogue to give readers 
a shot of noir commonly seen in the hardboiled novels of Raymond Chandler and Ross 
Macdonald. Mixing this vintage manner with vivid descriptions of the seedy underbelly of 
contemporary Chicago, Harvey and his appealing PI Michael Kelly offer a new take on 
classic noir.

5

Hayder, Mo Detective Inspector Jack Caffery

Take one part police procedural and one part thriller, add a dash of horror and you'll have 
the Detective Inspector Jack Caffery mysteries. Filled with gruesome crime scenes, gritty 
details, and volatile subject matter, this series follows Jack Caffrey, a troubled detective, 
obsessed by the disappearance of his older brother years ago, as he faces some of the 
darkest parts of humanity on his beat in England.

7

Hayman, James Mike McCabe

Mike McCabe is a homicide detective in Portland, Maine. He’s the head of the Crimes 
Against People Unit in the Portland Police Department. What readers seem to like most 
about McCabe, however, is that he’s not some kind of “Supercop.” Rather they like the fact 
that he’s someone they can identify with, someone who struggles with all the relationship 
and personal problems real people face.

5

Hess, Joan Claire Malloy

Joan Hess introduces a somewhat mischievous, feminist slant into the cozy mystery world 
in her two series set in rural Arkansas. Sly humor and a strong sense of place characterize 
each. Bookstore owner Claire Malloy stumbles across bodies in the classic manner of 
amateur sleuths, exasperating her police detective love interest. In the other series, Sheriff 
"Arly" Hanks of Maggody narrates her procedural investigations in a distinctive regional 
voice marked by Southern dialect. Colorful supporting characters add diversion and 
complexity to the entertaining and satisfying plots.

20

Hess, Joan
Maggody Series AKA Arly Hanks 

Mysteries

First book in series) Maggody, AK, sheriff Arly Hanks is on the lookout for a missing 
Environmental Protection Agency worker, who, unbeknownst to her, has been kidnapped 
by Maggody townsfolk, including her mother, to prevent him from signing a contract that 
would pollute their local stream. While she is working this case, with a very irritating state 
policeman, a local waitress's violent husband escapes from prison, and she is found shot to 
death with a crossbow. The kidnappers panic, the convict husband shows up, and the 
kidnapped man escapes-all complicating Arly's life as she tries to one-up Sergeant Plover. 

16

Hiaasen, Carl Andrew Yancy

Carl Hiaasen's hilarious satiric thrillers for adults combine bizarre characters, madcap antics, 
caustic wit, and a vivid depiction of Florida as a sultry natural paradise debased by human 
greed and folly. The violence in his books is not very graphic, with much left to the 
imagination. Some episodes of extreme cruelty and depravity may be too much for the 
squeamish, and there is ample sex and profanity.

2
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Hill, Reginald Dalziel & Pascoe

Sharply drawn three-dimensional characters distinguish the stylish, witty, and intricately 
plotted mysteries of award-winning British master Reginald Hill. He is best known for his 
series ranging from the suspenseful and darkly humorous Dalziel and Pascoe police 
procedurals to the wacky and witty Joe Sixsmith series. Hill, who died in 2012, also wrote a 
standalone novel of psychological suspense.

24

Hill, Susan Simon Serrailler

DCI Simon Serrailler leads a complicated personal life in Lafferton, an idyllic small town just 
outside London. A policeman in a family of doctors, he struggles with guilt, love, and career 
obligations, not necessarily in that order. These police procedurals combine intricate 
plotting with gritty detail and complex characterization, simultaneously creating a realistic 
feel and a protagonist readers will remember.

8

Hill, Suzette A. Francis Oughterard 

A lecturer in English Literature most of her professional life, Suzette A. Hill had never 
considered writing novels – and rather to her own surprise her first effort, A Load Of Old 
Bones , was produced at the advanced age of sixty-four. This proved to be the start of the 
Reverend Francis Oughterard series which, set in the sedate purlieus of 1950s Guildford, 
charts the dubious antics of the naive but murderous vicar and his awful cat and dog 
Maurice and Bouncer. Together they negotiate multiple hazards involving police, shady 
malcontents, crazed parishioners, drunken bishops and bulldogs, and other assorted 
oddballs who jeopardize the safety of the clerical assassin.

6

Hillerman, Tony Joe Leaphorn & Jim Chee

Tony Hillerman's popular series of contemporary mysteries is set on the Navajo reservation 
in New Mexico and Arizona, focusing on Navajo Tribal Policemen Joe Leaphorn and Jim 
Chee and their contrasting skills and styles. Extensively researched details of the life of 
Native Americans, past and present, in the isolated rural Southwest, and the exploration of 
Native American customs and rituals, attract readers to the novels. Hillerman's mysteries 
feature complex characters and a carefully plotted investigation with little outright 
violence.

19

Hockensmith, Steven Holmes on the Range Mysteries

Western Msyteries.  (First book in series) In 1893, inspired by their hero, master sleuth 
Sherlock Holmes, two cowboys, Big Red and Old Red Amlingmeyer, put their detecting 
skills to use to uncover the truth about the murder of a ranch hand on their Montana cattle 
ranch.

5

Hyzy, Julie A. Manor of Murder Mysteries

(First book in series) When Bennett Marshfield's trusted curator Abe is murdered in a case of 
mistaken identity, Grace Wheaton, lover of history and mystery, comes to the aid of the 
reclusive millionaire while trying to catch a greedy killer with the help of handsome 
groundskeeper Jack Embers.

8
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Hyzy, Julie A. White House Chef Mysteries

The author of several cozy mystery series, Julie Hyzy's novels follow the amateur sleuthing 
adventures of a number of very different heroines. Her protagonists are warmly-depicted 
individuals trying to make the best of challenging circumstances, both of the mundanely 
personal and the mystery novel varieties. Secondary characters are also well-written, as are 
the relationships, both friendly and adversarial, between them and Hyzy's protagonists. A 
strong sense of place permeates Hyzy's novels, whether it's windy Chicago, high-profile 
Washington, DC, or a charming small town. Plots are well-crafted and twist-filled, with 
exciting and plausible storytelling.

9

Iles, Greg Penn Cage

These swiftly moving legal thrillers star widower Penn Cage, former Houston prosecuting 
attorney. Having returned to Natchez, Mississippi to grieve his late wife, Cage battles a 
variety of nasty criminals lurking behind the peaceful facade of his hometown. Plot-driven 
and suspenseful, this occasionally violent series has a strong dose of Southern Gothic 
atmosphere, incorporating both race relations and dark family history.

7

Indridason, Arnaldur Inspector Erlunder Sveinsson

The cynical, solitary, chain-smoking curmudgeon Inspector Erlunder Sveinsson is the heart 
of Arnaldur Indridason's series of crime novels. Erlunder's wry philosophies, shrewd 
observations, and complicated relationships with his children make him a fascinating hero. 
But the Erlunder Sveinsson mysteries are far more than character studies: they are 
sophisticated police procedural novels with layered stories, unexpected plot twists, and 
detailed crime investigations. Set in a darkly atmospheric Iceland, the books explore the 
violence and loneliness of an isolated culture. 

11

James, P.D. Adam Dalgliesh

P. D. James is best known for her Adam Dalgliesh mysteries, and appeals to readers who 
enjoy classic British mysteries but want a more realistic, contemporary story. She deftly 
explores modern-day murders prompted by old-fashioned motives. James delves into the 
psychological nuances of her characters and unflinchingly includes social issues and the 
effects of modern-day violence. Skillfully constructed plots, intricately detailed settings, 
and elegant prose typify her briskly paced reads.

14

Johansen, Iris Eve Duncan

After her young daughter is kidnapped and murdered, Eve Duncan devotes her life to 
becoming the country's foremost forensic sculptor, with a special interest in the 
unidentified skulls of children. In this page turning series, Eve seeks justice for victims, no 
matter what the cost.

22

Johnson, Craig Walt Longmire

These gritty mysteries, set in the vividly depicted and insular Absaroka County, WY, feature 
sheriff Walt Longmire, an kindly Vietnam vet, along with his sassy and idiosyncratic crew. 
The fast-paced stories balance humor, seriousness, a bit of romance, and the satisfying and 
engaging plots are enhanced by webs of intrigue.

17
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Jones, Stan Nathan Active

"Jones, who was born in Alaska, uses his intimate knowledge of the state, his fondness for 
the Inupiat people and their traditions, and his eye for politicians’ excruciatingly funny 
incongruities to produce a well-rounded and appealing portrait of America’s Last Frontier.” 

5

Kaminsky, Stuart M. Inspector Porfiry Rostnikov

Inspector Porfiry Petrovich Rostnikov, an honest policeman in a very dishonest post-Soviet 
Union, and his team search for a serial killer who has claimed at least 40 victims while 
protecting a visiting British journalist who is working on a story about a Moscow 
prostitution ring that produces leads to a high-level source seemingly beyond Rostnikov's 
reach

16

Kellerman, Faye Decker and Lazarus

Faye Kellerman's immensely popular mystery series stars police detective Peter Decker and 
his wife Rina Lazarus. Peter's conversion to Judaism and Rina's Orthodox practice add 
complexity and human interest, deepened by the interesting victims and settings of their 
cases. Kellerman's realistic portrayal of Jewish religion and culture also captures the tension 
of the best police procedurals. Her other works include stand-alone historical mysteries 
and short stories -- all of them showcase dark, realistic writing with gritty, graphically 
detailed descriptions. A serious, suspenseful mood suits the cases her well-rounded 
characters solve.

24

Kellerman, Jonathan Alex Delaware

Jonathan Kellerman's best-selling Mystery series features Alex Delaware, a psychologist and 
consultant to the L.A. Police Department who uses his understanding of the psychological 
motivations of the villains to solve the cases. These complex, suspenseful stories are not 
particularly fast-paced and the Mysteries are more investigative than action-oriented. 
Kellerman's bleak and threatening L.A. plays an important role, as do the psychological 
details of mental illnesses and their treatment. Kellerman has written other mysteries, stand-
alone and series, as well as nonfiction titles on psychology.

32

Kerr, Philip Bernhard Gunther

Set in Nazi-era Berlin, these hardboiled fiction tales follow cynical private investigator 
Bernhard Gunther -- tough, wisecracking, and indefatigable -- as he pursues real criminals, 
the sort the Gestapo preferred to ignore. Intricately plotted and richly detailed, this bleak 
series is long on atmosphere, punctuating Gunther’s cases with carefully constructed 
glimpses of Hitler’s overarching evil.

12

King, Laurie R. Mary Russell & Sherlock Holmes

Laurie King's versatile storytelling smoothly blurs the borders of mystery, historical mystery, 
and psychological suspense genres. Her carefully-plotted, imaginative works often feature 
admirable heroines who bend societal norms in some way. Subtle undercurrents of 
feminism and theology are common. King's popular Sherlock Holmes series features Mary 
Russell, who is foremost Holmes's equally brilliant, strong-willed, partner-and, eventually, 
his near-scandalously younger wife. Human interest, told in elegant prose, lies at the heart 
of the action..

14
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Koryta, Michael Lincoln Perry

Michael Koryta has written mysteries and horror, but more recently has turned to suspense 
fiction. In any genre, he writes snappy dialogue and well-developed, colorful characters. 
The fast pace and clear, straightforward prose will appeal to mystery and suspense fans 
looking for gripping page-turners. Koryta's atmospheric and suspenseful horror fiction often 
features crime elements, but the supernatural aspects, including prophetic visions of death 
and mystical hallucination-causing water, add a chilling and eerie tone.

4

Krueger, William Kent Cork O'Connor

Set in a vividly described northern Minnesota, these atmospheric and bleak mysteries are 
hard-boiled and emotionally intense, with pacing and storytelling that escalate throughout 
each intricately plotted novel. Featuring Cork O’Connor, a straight-arrow and emotionally 
invested cop-turned-private-investigator and peopled with intelligent and well-drawn 
characters, the mostly stand-alone stories often involve the politics, spirituality, and culture 
of the nearby Indian tribes.

17

Lackberg, Camilla Patrik Hedstrom

Camilla Lackberg is best-known for her Patrik Hedstrom series of police procedurals-cum-
thrillers, set in small-town coastal Sweden. While the setting nods to the "cozy" mystery 
tradition, Lackberg lends her eye for detail to description not only of the beauties of the 
locale but also to the ugliness of crime. Her well-observed characters interact in very 
human ways, with the difficulties and pleasures of human relationships always central to 
the plot. Lackberg's mysteries are deliberately-plotted and moved along by her precise use 
of language. 

9

Lancet, Barry Jim Brodie
An American antiques dealer-turned-reluctant private investigator draws on his knowledge 
of Japanese culture to assist the San Francisco police department.

4

Lansdale, Joe R. Hap & Leonard

Hap and Leonard don’t fit the profile.  Any profile.  Hap Collins is complicated.  He looks 
like an all American boy, but his politics don’t match.  After a number of careers , Hap has 
discovered that what he’s best at is kicking butt.  Vietnam veteran Leonard Pines is even 
more complicated: black, conservative, gay, and an occasional arsonist.  Well, just one time.  
As childhood friends and business associates’ Hap and Leopard have a gift for the worst 
kind of trouble:  East Texan trouble.  And the Dixie Mafia and small-time crooks alike had 
best be careful.

12

Larsson, Stieg Millennium Novels

Brilliant, antisocial computer hacker Lisbeth Salander teams up with journalist Mikael 
Blomkvist to investigate the dark side of Swedish society. Beginning with an investigation 
into a 40 year old missing persons case, the pair uncovers grisly secrets with violent and 
unexpected repercussions occurring in their own lives.   David Lagercrantz continued the 
series after the authors death(books 4 and 5).

5
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Lawson, Mike Joe DeMarco

Starring smart, funny Joe DeMarco, a burly lawyer-cum-fixer for the U. S. Congress, these 
intricately plotted political thrillers display the author's Washington insider knowledge. 
Boasting witty dialogue and a relentless pace, the series immerses readers in a heady brew 
of political and domestic intelligence chicanery, featuring everything from assassination 
conspiracies to sophisticated electronic surveillance. The plots are often alarmingly 
plausible.

11

Lehane, Dennis Patrick Kenzie and Angela Gennaro 

Narrated with dark humor by Patrick Kenzie, this fast-paced hardboiled detective series is as 
gritty as Patrick and his partner, Angela Gennaro. From their belfry office in Boston, they 
face violence both at work and in their personal lives, and occasionally rely on their unusual 
friends for muscle. Patrick's wisecracks and his developing relationship with Angela lighten 
the mood.

6

Leon, Donna Commissario Guido Brunetti

Donna Leon writes the Guido Brunetti mysteries, whose protagonist is a likable Venetian 
policeman. As Vice-Commissario of the Venice Police, he opposes the blatant corruption 
around him. Crimes often involve the Mafia and expose involvement at the highest levels of 
local or national government. Beneath his cynical air, Brunetti is a stalwart defender of 
justice who will circumvent rules and authorities that do not serve it. Secondary characters 
(his wife and children) add richness and humor. Complex suspenseful storylines are 
secondary to characterization, with Venice and its people providing a fascinating backdrop. 

26

Lescroart, John Dismas Hardy

John T. Lescroart is best known for Legal Thrillers that offer readers the best of two worlds: 
catchy police procedural details and edge-of-the-chair courtroom action. Lescroart creates 
vibrant characters to whom readers relate, like the glib attorney and dour police detective 
who star in his Dismas Hardy series. Complex plots treat provocative issues of law, 
corruption, politics, and personal issues; secondary characters are pulled into multiple 
cases, exhausting investigations, and outstanding courtroom drama. Surprising humor also 
emerges, despite a gritty (often dark) urban setting. Historical mysteries and an 
autobiographical novel comprise Lescroart's earlier writing.

16

Levine, Laura Jaine Austen

Jaine Austen, a Los Angeles-based freelance writer, is also an amateur sleuth with a wry wit, 
active intelligence, and self-deprecating and flippant sense of humor often expressed in 
funny inner monologues. She solves dangerous crimes with chutzpa in these engaging and 
entertaining cozy mysteries, with the help (and hindrance) of a cast of eccentric characters, 
including her demanding cat, Prozac.

15

Lindsay, Jeff Dexter
Psychopath Dexter Morgan hides a heart of gold (sort of!) in this quirky, blackly 
humorous series about a forensic analyst who wrestles with his irresistible impulses to 
murder, trying to at least make good decisions about who he kills.

8
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Lippman, Laura Tess Monaghan

Reporter-turned-private investigator Tess Monaghan stars in these fast-paced murder 
mysteries set in Baltimore. The suspenseful series is intricately plotted, keeping readers as 
interested in Tess's personal life as in her labyrinthine murder investigations. Each 
compelling novel features a large cast of interesting secondary characters and plenty of 
menace.

12

Lutz, Lisa The Spellman's

Lisa Lutz's mysteries are rich in comic characters. Following the exploits of a family 
detective agency, Lutz concentrates more upon the madcap antics of her cast of characters 
than upon the mystery plots themselves, resulting in light, frothy, but thoroughly engaging 
reads. With quickly moving narratives, breezy dialog, and comedic asides related to the 
family's behavior, Lutz's novels are fast-paced reads.

6

Maberry, Jonathan Joe Ledger

The series follows the titular Captain Joe Ledger, a former Army Ranger and Baltimore 
police detective. Joe is hired by a clandestine, investigative agency known as the 
Department of Military Sciences (DMS). The DMS is a shadow agency formed for the 
purpose of pursuing technologically advanced threats to the US and the world at large by 
terrorists. Threats encountered throughout the series range from designer pathogens that 
create zombies to transgenics used for ethnic cleansing.

10

MacDonald, John D. Travis McGee

Travis McGee is a self-described beach bum who won his houseboat in a card game. He's 
also a knight-errant who's wary of credit cards, retirement benefits, political parties, 
mortgages, and television. He only works when his cash runs out, and his rule is simple: He'll 
help you find whatever was taken from you, as long as he can keep half. (Intricately plotted, 
fast paced, sense of place)

21

Macdonald, Ross Lew Archer

Ross MacDonald (a pseudonym, along with John MacDonald, of American-Canadian 
Kenneth Millar) wrote what have become classics of hardboiled/noir detective fiction, the 
Lew Archer series. MacDonald's terse, pithy writing epitomizes the laconic style of noir 
classics, while he innovated by adding characters of psychological depth and sympathy. 
Even savvy detective fiction fans will be hard-pressed to unravel his clever plots, which 
often treat buried family secrets and the dynamic return of a prodigal daughter or son.

18

MacInerney, Karen Gray Whale Inn Mysteries

These cozy culinary mysteries are distinguished by a quaint coastal Maine setting on 
Cranberry Island. Natalie Barnes, a Texas transplant, has sold everything to become the 
proprietor of the Gray Whale Inn. She soon has her hands full running the inn, whipping up 
delicious edibles for guests (recipes included!), and sleuthing (with bit of light, sweet 
romance on the side).

7

MacNeal, Susan Elia Maggie Hope

These suspenseful and engaging spy thrillers feature math whiz turned World War II British 
spy Maggie Hope. Rich with vivid period detail that darkens the series as Maggie delves 
further into the war, these fast-paced and character-driven novels offer a human 
perspective on a pivotal time.

7
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Mankell, Henning Kurt Wallender

Henning Mankell's popularity has spread far and wide due to his well-crafted mystery series 
featuring Kurt Wallander, a troubled police detective whose cases bring to light the 
insecurities and anxieties of modern Sweden, above and beyond the crimes themselves. 
Mankell's fully developed characters, complex plots, and careful pacing are evident not 
only in the series titles, but also in his stand-alone novels. Settings include Eastern Europe 
and parts of Africa, where he has resided. 

11

Maron, Margaret Deborah Knott

The titular star of the leisurely paced Deborah Knott mysteries is an attorney, an amateur 
sleuth, and nobody's fool; Knott takes on the local good ol' boys in her search for justice in 
small-town North Carolina. This character-driven series combines rich detail with sharp 
social observations to create a strong sense of place and a bittersweet, sometimes 
nostalgic tone.

21

Maxim, Robert R. Paul Bannerman
Paul Bannerman, and a group of former contract agents (assassins, interrogators, electronics 
specialists, etc.), retired in Westport, Connecticut where they use their particular skills in 
solving crime.

5

Mayor, Archer Joe Gunther

Archer Mayor's experience as Vermont's assistant medical examiner shapes his writing, the 
long-running series of Joe Gunther mysteries. Mayor's novels are noir-inflected police 
procedurals, juxtaposing Vermont's wholesome natural beauty with the often harsh realities 
of human nature and modern life in the rural Northeast. Character development and police 
procedural elements often share equal footing in Mayor's narratives: the varied cast of 
characters is well-imagined, including the villains, yet the author also provides clear and 
informative explanation of police procedures and forensics. His writing style is coolly 
detached, letting characters and facts speak for themselves

28

McBain, Ed 87th Precinct

Ed McBain's 87th Precinct series set the standard for gritty, realistic police procedurals. Set 
in a fictional precinct in a very real New York City and starring an entire police squad 
working as a team, these novels followed the same characters for more than 50 years. The 
hallmark of the series is its authentic feel, evidenced in the use of police procedures and 
tools, streetwise jargon, multiple cases unfolding concurrently, and a POV that shifts from 
cops to robbers and back again.

55

McCafferty, Keith Martha Ettinger & Sean Stranahan

Sheriff Martha Ettinger and reclusive artist (and ex-private eye) Sean Stranahan star in these 
environmentally-themed mysteries set in Montana's stunning Madison River Valley. Richly 
detailed and vividly evoking the scenic wonders of the Northwest, as well as the pleasures 
of fly fishing, this series is long on suspense and features intriguing, unusual secondary 
characters.

6

McCall Smith, Alexander
Isabel Dalhousie/ Sunday 

Philosophy Club
Meet Isabel Dalhousie, a female sleuth tackling murder, mayhem, and the mysteries of life 
among the cobblestones of Edinburgh.

11
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McCall Smith, Alexander Precious Ramotswe

Boldly going where no woman has gone before, Precious Ramotswe is the very first female 
private detective in all of Botswana. Tactful, effective, and insightful detecting comes 
naturally to this very independent woman in this highly entertaining humorous cozy 
mystery series.

18

McCrumb, Sharyn Elizabeth MacPherson                                 

Sharyn McCrumb, best known for her Ballad novels and her Elizabeth MacPherson 
mysteries, writes outside those series, too. McCrumb addresses the importance of place 
and the role of stories in people's lives. She offers affectionately-drawn characters; an 
unsentimental view of human nature; and incorporates mountain music and lore into her 
works, often set in Appalachia. Crime is less whodunit, than why they did it. Conflict 
between contemporary culture's interests and the values and ideals of those living close to 
the land is a common concern. Her accessible prose often includes snippets of ballads. 

9

McCrumb, Sharyn Ballad Mysteries

The Ballad novels are a series of award-winning Southern/Appalachian novels set in the 
North Carolina/Tennessee mountains. These books weave together the legends, natural 
wonders and contemporary issues of Appalachia. Each story is built around a theme, 
intended to express an overall idea, and each one centers on an event or era in North 
Carolina history.

11

Meltzer, Brad Culper Ring

(First book in series) After an archivist goes against security protocol to show an ex-crush 
the president's private room at the National Archives, the two stumble upon a dictionary 
once owned by George Washington, and are soon entangled in a web of conspiracy and 
murder.

3

Minier, Bernard Martin Servaz

An international sensation before being translated from the French, The Martin Servaz 
thrillers are atmospheric, intricately plotted police procedurals starring Toulouse police 
Commandant Martin Servaz. Servaz is cerebral, romantic, and intuitive; he is tenacious, and 
trusts his gut. The incidents of grim violence that Servaz investigate stand in stark contrast 
to the picturesque countryside settings where they occur.

3

Morris, Bob Zachary Chasteen Mysteries

Bob Morris knows how to find the right balance in his mysteries. He uses quick pacing, 
violent episodes, and dangerous bad guys to ratchet up the suspense, but he softens the 
impact of the grittiness by including comic relief. His humor ranges from one-liners to 
quirky characters to wry observations. His protagonists are likeable, and his Caribbean 
settings are fully realized. The storylines are engaging and enjoyable, though not probable; 
Morris does not aim for gritty realism but for fun-filled storytelling.

5
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Mosley, Walter Easy Rawlins

Walter Mosley adds a twist to the hardboiled mystery by exploring racial and economic 
problems in his cinematic and compelling stories. Mosley is most famous for his series 
about Easy Rawlins, an African-American detective in post-World War II Los 
Angeles. Mosley makes L.A. come alive, particularly the poorer and rougher parts of 
town. Mosley's characters are fully-developed with strengths and flaws and are often 
challenged by the difficult aspects of life. His heroes do not have super-human abilities, just 
the determination to help other people.

14

Muller, Marcia Sharon McCone

Marcia Muller is recognized as the "mother" of the female private investigator mystery. 
Although she has dabbled with two other series, stand-alone titles, and short stories, the 
prolific and award-winning Muller is best-known for the Sharon McCone series. Fans 
appreciate her heroine for her intelligence, independence, and investigative skill, not to 
mention the carefully crafted secondary characters, complex plots, and evocative sense of 
place. Although they are not precisely fast-paced, the stories are compelling, generally 
rather short, written in a comfortable style, and can be enjoyed by adults and younger 
readers alike. 

33

Murphy, Shirley Rousseau Joe Grey Mysteries

Cat sleuths steal the show in these fast-paced and funny fantasy mysteries. While Joe Grey, 
his sidekick, library cat Dulcie, and their pals have human cognitive abilities, their basic 
feline nature remains intact. They interact with select human friends as well as cat society, 
while solving intriguing criminal puzzles in artsy small-town Molena Point, CA.

20

Myers, Tamar Den of Antiquity Mysteries

The Den of Antiquity mysteries feature antique store owner Abigail Timberlake.Feisty 
heroine and richly described settings drive Tamar Myers's entertaining, heartwarming cozy 
mystery series. Humor dominates North Carolina antiques dealer Abigail Timberlake 
investigates in the Den of Antiquity series. Abigail is  assisted by a quirky cadre of friends 
and family. Each book lampoons local customs and features puns, snappy dialog, sprightly 
pacing, and over-the-top antics

16

Myers, Tamar Pennsylvania Dutch Mysteries  

These heartwarming culinary mysteries revolve around Mennonite Magdalena Yoder and 
her inn in rural Pennsylvania. The character-driven series is filled with quirky secondary 
characters and lot of amusing banter. Though upbeat and fast-paced, these richly detailed 
novels offer an interesting look at Mennonite customs and cuisine. Stop for the bonus 
recipes and stay for the moving stories.

20

Nabb, Magdalen Marshal Guarnaccia
Salvatore Guarnaccia, a marshal in the Italian Carabinieri in Florence, Italy investigates 
murders. These are complex police procedural that are character driven, witty, and richly 
detailed with a strong sense of place.

14
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Neely, Barbara Blanche White

Barbara Neely writes issue-oriented mysteries from a feminist viewpoint. Her protagonists 
are strong African-American women, members of the working class, who have been 
victimized by whites and blacks alike. Neely gives them wit and sass to help mask their 
underlying pain. The mysteries in Neely's novels often take a back seat to the issues she 
dramatizes. Racial discrimination within the black community, rape, child abuse, and 
economic inequality are all prominent in her work. 

4

Neggers, Carla Sharpe & Donovan

Carla Neggers is best-known for her many romantic suspense novels, whodunits with an 
edge of romance, although she also writes contemporary romance. While Neggers' 
romantic suspense is plot-driven, she creates intriguing and relatable characters throughout 
her oeuvre, with well-drawn protagonists, secondary characters, and villains alike. Their 
relationships and interactions are believable and interesting, powered by well-nuanced 
dialogue, particularly between her romantic protagonists, many of whom are in law 
enforcement. New England, from Boston to the region's small towns, is a frequent setting. 
Neggers' storytelling is enhanced by sharp scene-setting, compelling background details, 
and strong secondary storylines. 

7

Nesbo, Jo Harry Hole

These Nordic noir police procedurals feature a borderline alcoholic who is obsessed with 
his job, tormented by his personal demons, and a maverick on the job. The suspenseful, 
multi-textured plots weave Norwegian society’s dark problems with graphic violence and 
psychological insights into the well-rounded characters. Because Harry Hole changes over 
time, these compelling books should be read in order.

11

Newman, Sharan Catherine LeVendeur

Medieval mysteries. (First book in series) Set in twelfth-century France, an historical thriller 
brimming with romance and intrigue follows Catherine LeVendeur as she travels across the 
land tracking down evil priests, stolen jewels, and a heretical manuscript.

10

O'Shaughnessy, Perri Nina Reilly

Perri O'Shaughnessy -- a writing team of two sisters -- produces gripping, fast-moving legal 
thrillers that feature great story-telling, vividly painted locales, and plots and characters 
that are complex, layered, believable, and surprising. Their series star is lawyer and divorced 
mother Nina Reilly, an unpredictable attorney dedicated to justice who hates criminal cases 
but always seems to take them . . . especially when it means fighting the old boy network 
on behalf of a female underdog. Nina is flawed but driven and talented; her character 
develops over the series.

13
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Page, Katherine Hall Faith Fairchild 

Katherine Hall Page's Faith Sibley Fairchild Mystery series features a charming blend of well 
constructed plots, quirky characters, and well realized settings, along with a touch of 
humor and delicious recipes. As a transplanted New Yorker and minister's wife in a small 
town, Faith is a realistically complex series character, both an "outsider" and a member of 
the community. These cozy plots are well-crafted, so the investigations and their solutions 
are satisfying to readers. Interesting secondary characters and well-portrayed settings 
sustain interest through the series.

23

Paretsky, Sara V. I. Warshawski

Sara Paretsky's V.I. Warshawski mysteries pioneered the tough, urban, feminist P.I. with a 
strong social conscience. These dark novels are set in Chicago's mean streets and pit 
Warshawski against desperate, dangerous, and powerful opponents. The stories of 
secondary characters, and Chicago's own brutal history of corruption, make these novels 
appealing for men as well as women. Each book is a platform for social commentary, such 
as corporate corruption and political graft in the medical profession or Catholic Church. 
Multiple plot lines move at breakneck speed in her non-series writing as well. 

19

Parker, Robert B. Jesse Stone

After being pushed out of the LAPD, Jesse Stone becomes police chief of coastal Paradise, 
MA. In these fast-paced, melancholy hard-boiled novels, Stone, an honorable man with a 
drinking problem, a complicated personal life, and a need to represent the dead, solves 
complex and gritty mysteries. The spare writing style emphasizes the snappy repartee, and 
the characters' expertly drawn relationships enrich the storytelling.  After his death in 2010 
other authors have written for the franchise.

16

Parker, Robert B. Spenser

Told in gritty, spare prose, this Boston-based hardboiled crime series stars Spenser (no first 
name), a tough, well-educated private detective who lives by a personal code. Possessed of 
a dark sense of humor and unafraid of a little trouble, Spenser, occasionally assisted by his 
friend Hawk, a former French Foreign Legionnaire, takes on cases deserving of extra-legal 
justice. After his death in 2010 Ace Atkins has  written for the franchise.

47

Parker, T. Jefferson Charlie Hood

T. Jefferson Parker writes award-winning crime novels set in California. His introspective 
protagonists are usually cops and ex-cops, both men and women, who battle corruption in 
twisting tales that blend mystery, suspense, and thriller elements. While the step-by-step 
investigations may slow the pace, the action and compelling story line keep readers turning 
pages. Smart dialogue, moral but sometimes flawed heroes, a strong sense of menace, and 
complex plots involving politics and secrets past and present create gripping and 
unforgettable tales

6
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Patterson, James Alex Cross

Serial murder; bank robbery; kidnapping -- all of these crimes and more are investigated by 
Washington, D.C. police detective/psychologist Alex Cross. Told from the points of view 
of both Cross and the killer, these roller-coaster cases have plenty of twists and grisly 
details.

25

Patterson, James Michael Bennett

If you enjoy tough-guy NYPD detectives, you'll find these fast-paced tales quite arresting. 
Their larger-than-life hero, Michael Bennett, is an irresistibly likable good guy who must 
fight his personal demons as well as the outsize criminals threatening the city -- his city. 
Marked by non-stop action and hints of melancholy, this plot-driven series is as exciting as 
it is suspenseful.

10

Patterson, James Private Series AKA Jack Morgan

In these plot-driven thrillers, former CIA agent Jack Morgan has inherited his father's elite 
Los Angeles detective agency, Private Investigations, as well as a large number of unsolved 
cases. Set in a variety of exotic cities all over the world as well as starring many different 
protagonists and their high-flying clients, these breezy tales are fast-paced and suspenseful.

14

Patterson, James Women's Murder Club

Detective Lindsay Boxer of the San Francisco Police Department forms the Women's 
Murder Club in these suspenseful mystery novels. Consisting of Boxer, Assistant District 
Attorney Jill Bernhardt, newspaper reporter Cindy Thomas and medical examiner Claire 
Washburn, the club members pool their knowledge and expertise to solve shocking 
murders. With their breathless pace and short, sharp chapters, these books are bound to 
keep readers riveted.

17

Pawel, Rebecca Carlos Tejada Alonso y Leon 

Carlos Tejada Alonso y Leon, a sergeant in Guardia Civil in 1930s and 1940s Madrid, Spain. 
Not only must Tejada try to solve murders while living under a restrictive, dangerous 
political regime, there is also a strong sense of time and place found in these books.  Pawel 
brilliantly re-creates the mood and atmosphere of post-Civil War Spain with fascinating 
detail about what life was like for those under Francisco Franco’s rule.  

4

Pears, Iain Jonathan Argyll & Flavia de Stefano

Iain Pears is noted for both fast-paced, witty Italian art world Mysteries and his more 
complex, darker Historical Fiction. His art mysteries are filled with details about paintings 
and techniques, and the mystery's solution often hinges on some previously overlooked 
aspect of a particular work. Descriptions of the Art Theft Squad's bureaucratic tangles with 
the Italian police are decidedly humorous. Appealing lead characters and light tone keep 
the pace brisk. 

7
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Pelecanos, George Derry Strange/Terry Quinn

George P. Pelecanos writes hard-boiled fiction. Despite the gritty tone and bleak 
atmosphere of these novels, his characters always find a glimmer of hope propelling them 
toward justice -- although sometimes also their own end. 1960s and '70s pop culture 
references create a strong sense of their lives. Drugs, gun control, and race in D.C.'s working-
class neighborhoods are the focus. While he has a few series, he is best known for theDerek 
Strange and Terry Quinn series. Fierce, emotional plots resolve in just -- if violent -- endings. 

5

Penman, Sharon Kay Justin de Quincy

Sharon Kay Penman's Medieval mysteries are concerned primarily with the Plantagenet 
history of England and Wales. Historically accurate, detailed, character-driven stories are 
firmly rooted in the Middle Ages. Known historical events are slowed down to reflect 
characters' imagined experiences. Power and politics are ever-seductive to human nature, 
and bonds of honor and love are tested to the breaking point in their pursuit. Family ties are 
a pervasive theme. Clear, lyrical prose draws readers into the sweep of these swiftly-
moving works. 

4

Penny, Louise Armand Gamache

Though these procedural mysteries feature a police homicide squad based in Montreal, 
Quebec, they also provide leisurely and thoughtful depictions of Quebec life and often 
feature the well-drawn, quirky residents of the obscure village of Three Pines. The lead 
detective, Armand Gamache, has a poet's soul and brilliant coaching and teaching skills, 
guiding his team to solve baffling murder cases.

13

Perry, Anne Christmas Mysteries

This Victorian mystery series combines murder with the holidays in a variety of evocative 
settings -- from the mansions of London's West End to the coast of Wales to New York 
City -- and stars a panoply of different protagonists. Mixing rich detail, complex characters, 
and a strong sense of place, each is an atmospheric standalone that charms and puzzles.

15

Perry, Anne Thomas & Charlotte Pitt

Anne Perry is acclaimed for her two well-researched, detail-rich, atmospheric mystery series 
that probe the social and political injustices found in the underside of Victorian London 
society. The crimes that fill these novels are brutal and Perry provides plenty of details of 
these crimes, as well as the society that produced them. Her introspective character studies 
provide depth and psychological insights that please fans. Pacing in both series is slow, due 
to the wealth of historical information, character details, and social commentary. 

32
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Perry, Anne William Monk & Hester Latterly

Inspector William Monk was born in Northumberland in the Victorian era, the son of a 
fisherman. Before he joined the police, Monk worked as a banker under Arroll Dundas, who 
became Monk's mentor and taught him how to behave and dress like a gentleman. When 
Dundas was wrongly convicted of railway fraud, Monk decided he would never again be so 
powerless against injustice and became a policeman. He was ruthlessly ambitious and 
quickly climbed the career ladder - while making many enemies along the way. He had a 
coach accident in 1856, after which he lost his memory - a fact he kept secret to save his 
job. After the accident he met Hester Latterly, a Crimean War nurse and they became close. 
Only Latterly knew about Monk's memory issues.  William Monk takes on several 
professions during the course of this series, from police inspector to private inquiry agent 
to superintendent with the Thames River Police.

24

Peters, Elizabeth Amelia Peabody

Elizabeth Peters excels at historical fiction and cozy mysteries (those without explicit sex, 
language, or violence). Convoluted plots are balanced by humor, witty dialogue and plenty 
of action to keep the pace brisk. Peters' popular Amelia Peabody series offers richly 
detailed Mysteries with more than a touch of romance and humor. She brilliantly evokes 
ancient Egypt as well as the late nineteenth-century British archaeological culture. Amelia 
herself typifies Peters' likable female protagonists: intelligent, independent, and vivacious.

20

Peters, Ellis Brother Cadfael

Ellis Peters, a pseudonym for Edith Pargeter, sets her light Brother Cadfael mysteries in 12th 
century England; she gives them enough historical authenticity to please fans of historical 
fiction, but never overwhelms with period detail. Brother Cadfael, settled in monastic life 
after a career as a soldier in the Crusades, is a gardener and herbalist for his Benedictine 
Abbey in England. Interesting characters, authentic atmosphere, and a sleuth who analyzes 
crime scenes without anachronism produce engrossing, moderately-paced stories.

21

Preston, Douglas & Lincoln 
Child

Aloysius Pendergast

This gritty, intermittently gruesome thriller series stars polymath FBI Special Agent Aloysius 
Pendergast. Smart, strong, and erudite, Pendergast hunts serial killers, Amazonian monsters, 
and ancient evil. Often set in New York City, these suspenseful novels boast a strong sense 
of place and a unique combination of science, crime, and drama. A revolving cast of 
secondary characters keep things interesting.

11

Preston, Douglas J. Gideon Crew

Gideon Crew, a brilliant physicist and ex-art thief, stars in this fast-paced and action-packed 
series that veers from political suspense to action-adventure to science fiction, but always 
delivers the thrills. The sarcastic and impulsive Crew travels the globe on dangerous 
missions for the shadowy Effective Engineering Solutions, relying on science, derring-do and 
his unreliable luck to resolve tricky, high-stakes situations.

4
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Pronzini, Bill Nameless Detective

Bill Pronzini's crime novels are as concerned with the nature of evil as with presenting a 
believable and intriguing mystery; and he does both with style. There is an underlying 
melancholy to much of Pronzini's work, as his protagonists seek to bring some sense of 
order into a world that seems chaotic and unreasonable. This dark tone is leavened by the 
persistent humor of Pronzini's Nameless Detective. The secondary characters are strongly 
developed here, and over the course of the novels Nameless becomes an Everyman, 
seeking the truth in the dark heart of humanity. 

41

Quinn, Spencer Chet & Bernie

These humorous mysteries are set in the western United States, starring a charming dropout 
K-9 dog, and his sidekick human, Bernie, owner of the Little Detective Agency. Told from 
the mischievous dog’s point of view, this fast-paced series features complex protagonists 
and well-drawn secondary characters. Perfect for animal lovers and crime fans who enjoy 
funny, upbeat tales.

8

Rankin, Ian Inspector John Rebus

Police Inspector John Rebus is a private, brooding man, hard-drinking, with little respect for 
authority or rules. However, he's a dogged investigator, and his passion for finding the truth 
frequently means plunging into the evocatively depicted seamy criminal underbelly of 
Edinburgh. These bleak and tautly written police procedurals are deftly plotted, with well-
drawn characters on both sides of the law.

21

Rayburn, Deanna Lady Julia Grey

Best known for her Lady Julia Grey mysteries, Deanna Raybourn writes atmospheric, 
suspenseful historical mysteries with strong romantic overtones. Raybourn's lush novels are 
full of unexpected, sometimes melodramatic twists and turns. Although her work 
incorporates many tropes of classic Gothic fiction, these are grounded in the author's 
nuanced characterizations of unconventional, often tormented individuals who rebel 
against societal norms by pursuing pulse-pounding adventures -- and who mask inner pain 
with witty repartee. While Raybourn's protagonists have particularly complex motivations 
and histories, her large supporting casts are also well-developed, with distinct personalities.

9

Reichs, Kathy Temperance Brennan

Forensic anthropologist Dr. Temperance Brennan splits her time between teaching at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte and using forensics to solve brutal and gruesome 
crimes. Definitely not squeamish, Brennan uses everything she can find – from forensic 
science to old fashioned sleuthing.

18

Reilly, Matthew Shane Schofield/Scarecrow Novels

Captain Shane Michael Schofield, callsign "Scarecrow", (1968-) USMC is a fictional character, 
whose exploits form the basis of a series created by the Australian author, Matthew Reilly. 
He appears in Ice Station, Area 7, Scarecrow, Scarecrow and the Army of Thieves and the 
spin off Hell Island. While the plot differs from novel to novel, it is mainly based around 
Schofield's legendary reputation as a Marine, revered by the Marines that serve under his 
command and known for his high-risk tactical maneuvers.

5
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Rendell, Ruth Chief Inspector Wexford

These darkly gripping British police procedurals feature a bright chief superintendent who 
uses his psychological insights into the inner self of suspects to solve crimes. Interweaving 
his family and the personal lives of his team with the mystery gives the stories complexity 
and believability. These character-driven mysteries are cleverly plotted and often are built 
around contemporary social problems.

24

Rich, Virgina Eugenia Potter
Intrepid amateur sleuth and gourmet cook Mrs. Potter finds herself up to her ears in murder 
in Downeast Maine.  Recipes included. (Half were written by Nancy Picard)

6

Riggs, Cynthia Victoria Trumbull

Victoria Trumbull is a feisty ninety-plus-year-old who refuses to let her age stop her from 
having fun--or investigating crime. hen Victoria's knowledge of her native Martha's Vineyard 
helped to solve a murder in Deadly Nightshade, she earned her own baseball cap 
emblazoned with "West Tisbury Police Deputy". Town authorities turn to her again and 
again to help solve crimes and scandal on the idyllic island. 

13

Robb, Candace Owen Archer

Candace M. Robb is best known for her long-running series of medieval mysteries set in 14th 
century York starring one-eyed former soldier, now spy, Owen Archer and his wife Lucie, an 
apothecary. Robb skillfully creates complex mysteries that blend intelligent and 
sympathetic series characters with real historical figures like Geoffrey Chaucer. Authentic 
historical details provide glimpses into domestic life, while, on a larger scale, they 
introduce readers to the political, cultural, and social history of the period. Fans and critics 
alike praise her lyrical writing, believable characters, and convincing portrait of the times. 

10

Robb, J.D. Eve Dallas

Lieutenant Eve Dallas of the New York City Police Security Department investigates brutal 
murders in mid-21st century New York City. Also, central is her passionate relationship with 
the Irish billionaire Roarke who was a suspect in the first book of this romantic 
suspense series.

45

Roberts, Gillian Amanda Pepper

Gillian Roberts is a pseudonym for Judith Greber, who had already written several well-
reviewed novels under her own name. As Roberts, she is known for her heartwarming, 
humorous and provocative mystery series, particularly the Amanda Pepper Mysteries. She 
describes fascinating characters and tells an excellent Mystery story infused with troubling 
social implications. Well-realized secondary characters round out the cast. As in any good 
cozy, the murder is generally off-stage, but the inclusion of hard issues often make her 
books feel grittier and more urban than traditional cozies.

14
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Robinson, Peter Inspector Alan Banks

Peter Robinson chronicles the career of Inspector Alan Banks, who transferred from London 
to Yorkshire to get away from it all, only to find that violent crime thrives everywhere. 
Although he generally works well with his colleagues, his outsider stance and introspective 
nature let him perceive clues overlooked by others and he is usually unhampered by 
preconceptions. Readers appreciate the sub-plots that involve Banks' detective colleagues 
and his personal life, as well as the vividly detailed settings, evocative atmosphere, 
intriguing crime stories, and solid, often dangerous, procedural work that produces 
satisfying resolutions.

24

Rose, M. J. Reincarnationist

M. J. Rose pens psychological suspense that combines elements of romance, thrillers, police 
procedurals, and the supernatural. Her character-driven novels, fast paced and intricately 
plotted, are most often set in Italy and New York City. Lush, highly detailed prose creates a 
palpable sense of place and establishes a strong, dramatic tone. Rose's protagonists often 
find themselves involved in the classic duo: sex and violence. This romantic thriller series 
posit that vivid memories from past lives can profoundly influence the present. Set in far-
flung places like Rome and China, these Intricately plotted novels are dramatic and 
atmospheric, vividly evoking ancient worlds through rich detail and lush prose. Compelling, 
engaging characters round out the series, providing emotional and spiritual frisson.

6

Rowland, Laura Joh Sano Ichiro

Set in seventeenth century feudal Japan, these superbly written historical mysteries give a 
fascinating view of Japanese culture through the eyes of a senior investigator for the 
Emperor. The smoothly written books feature well developed characters, intricate plots, 
and a seamless blending of historical detail with old fashioned crime solving. Start at the 
beginning, as the character changes over time.

18

Rozan, S. J. Lydia Chin & Bill Smith

New York City looms large in the novels of native daughter S. J. Rozan. The author of the 
long-running series of Lydia Chin and Bill Smith mysteries, as well as several notable 
standalone thrillers and many short stories, Rozan frequently sets her stories in that city, of 
which she writes with loving yet unblinkered eyes. Rozan's novels are remarkable for her 
exploration of many different native voices, with a particular focus on the Chinese 
community of PI Lydia Chin, co-protagonist of her well-regarded series. Her plotting is 
complex and fast-paced, often following multiple narrative threads.

11

Ryan, Hank Phillippi Jane Ryland

Widely lauded as both a reporter and a mystery novelist, Hank Phillippi Ryan draws on her 
journalistic experiences in writing her engagingly conversational novels. She mixes complex 
plotting and breakneck pacing with warm and pithy portrayal of Boston and people, 
including her appealing reporter protagonists.

5
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Sallis, James Lewis "Lew" Griffin

James Sallis books are neo-noir crime writing at its best. His dysfunctional heros live in an 
atmospheric world of menace and self-loathing, their adventures spooled out in spare 
prose imbued with a tone of bleak fatalism. Mr. Sallis' novels are efficient machines that 
deliver a tough, existential punch. Most of his novels take place in the American South.  
(First book in series) Detective Lew Griffin realizes that his life has become as pathetic as 
the New Orleans rabble he is hired to find, but even after an alcoholic binge lands him in 
the hospital, it takes him some time to reclaim himself.

6

Sandford, John Lucas Davenport AKA Prey Series

These violent police procedurals feature Lucas Davenport, a cocky and endearingly 
eccentric detective, and his intense interactions with inventive and well-drawn villains. 
Filled with suspense and black humor, these compelling and gritty stand-alone novels are 
fast-paced and plot-driven. The series offers richly detailed descriptions of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, a frequent setting.

26

Sandford, John Virgil Flowers

These compelling police procedurals feature Minnesota state detective Virgil Flowers, a 
sharp investigator with a sharper wit and hippie inclinations, who relishes handling violent 
and baffling cases all over the state. These fast-paced, stand-alone novels have grit and 
intricate plots, but also include plenty of humor, and some romance.

10

Sansom, C. J. Matthew Shardlake

This historical detective series stars Matthew Shardlake, a compassionate, intelligent lawyer 
in the service of Thomas Cromwell, chief minister to King Henry VIII of England. Set in 16th-
century Great Britain, these richly detailed novels combine compelling mysteries with 
historical accuracy, abundant suspense, and a bleak atmosphere. The political and religious 
conflicts of Renaissance England are brought vividly to life.

6

Sayers, Dorothy L. Lord Peter Wimsey

Dorothy L. Sayers's mysteries feature not only devilishly clever plots that delight traditional 
mystery readers, but also the graceful writing, nuanced characters, and beautifully evoked 
settings often found in literary fiction. Series character Lord Peter Wimsey deepens and 
grows more subtle as the books progress, especially after he meets Harriet Vane, who 
comes to excel at investigation herself. The interesting supporting characters, strong sense 
of place in varied settings, and rich use of language round out a satisfying reading 
experience in each story. (last four completed by Jill Paton Walsh)

15

Saylor, Steven Roma Sub Rosa

Best known for his Roma Sub Rosa series of historical mysteries, set during the late Roman 
Republic, Steven Saylor is popular not only with Historical Mystery readers, but also with 
fans of Historical Fiction, who enjoy Saylor's ability to bring the past vividly to 
life. Saylor frequently anchors the plots of his books around a specific historical event or 
real-life figure. Although setting and time period are the main appeals of Saylor's books for 
many readers, the relationships between the characters also play an important role. 

3
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Sefton, Maggie Knitting Mysteries

CPA Kelly Flynn is learning to knit for stress relief, but her new yarn shop friends involve her 
in one murder investigation after another as her skills develop throughout the series. Set in 
Northern Colorado, these cozy mysteries also offer a slowly developing romantic 
relationship, a community working together, knitting patterns, and yummy recipes.

15

Silva, Daniel Gabriel Allon (Thriller)

Balancing action-packed thrills with nuanced portraits of volatile Middle-Eastern politics, 
these gripping spy thrillers follow a tough yet introspective Mossad agent-cum-art restorer 
as he unravels intricate international plots, leads his team on violent missions, and reflects 
on haunting traumas in his personal life as well as in Israeli history.

17

Simenon, Georges Inspector Jules Maiget

George Simenon is known both for his long-running Jules Maigret mysteries featuring the 
Paris policeman and for his stand-alone psychological Thrillers. Emphasizing the 
psychological aspects of detective work, Simenon pays great attention to character and 
setting. A strong sense of place emerges from the details of Parisian life, food and drink, 
while Maigret's wife and other supporting characters provide contrast to the troubled 
relationships at the heart of the crimes. The thoughtful pace avoids rushing to premature 
conclusions.

75

Sjöwall, Maj/Per Wahlöö Martin Beck

Swedish novelist Maj Sjöwall is known primarily as the co-author of a series of wildly 
popular police procedurals (co-written with her lover, Per Wahlöö) about Stockholm police 
detective, Martin Beck. Written during an eventful decade from the mid-1960s to the mid-
1970s, the series she helped to create -- with its likable, flawed, and, deeply human police 
detective, and crime plots rife with opportunity for broader social commentary -- has since 
become the blueprint for many later modern police procedurals.

10

Slaughter, Karin Will Trent

Atlanta-based investigator Will Trent is severely dyslexic, grew up in abusive foster homes, 
and often has difficulty with intimacy. In spite of these troubles, he's good man and a 
brilliant agent for the Atlanta-based Georgia Bureau of Investigation. These violent thrillers 
combine emotional intensity with unbearable suspense. To best enjoy Trent's developing 
character, start the series from the beginning.

8

Slaughter, Karin  Georgia Series
This series features Dr. Sara Linton, having moved from Grant County to Atlanta, and 
Special Agents Will Trent and Faith Mitchell of the Criminal Investigation Team.

3

Slaughter, Karin Grant County Series
(First book in series) Pediatrician and coroner Dr. Sara Linton, her ex-husband and chief of 
police Jeffrey Tolliver, and detective Lena Adams are on the case when a sadistic rapist and 
murderer begins targeting women in Grant County.

6
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Spencer-Fleming, Julia Reverend Clare Fergusson

Winner of numerous major mystery awards, Julia Spencer-Fleming writes suspense novels 
grounded in the cozy tradition. Her Reverend Clare Fergusson mysteries, set in small town 
upstate New York, have a solid sense of place and community, with plots revolving 
specifically around the region's contemporary problems and the uneasy friendship between 
her protagonists, an Episcopal priest and a married police officer. Spencer-Fleming's 
characters, major and minor, have individual voices and their nuanced relationships propel 
her well-constructed plots. Her novels are noted for their subtly humorous yet poignant 
take on the human condition. 

8

Spillane, Mickey Mike Hammer

Violence and action abound in Mickey Spillane's hard-boiled mystery novels. His characters, 
notably detective Mike Hammer in the Mike Hammer mysteries series, do not shrink from 
attacking others, and the fast-paced, engaging, and simple stories involve many 
opportunities for violence and retribution, as well as some steamy affairs. Spillane's prose is 
gritty, direct, and clear, and Spillane's writing should appeal to readers who enjoy 
sensational and gripping pulp fiction

22

Spindler, Erica Kitt Lundgren
(First book in series) Five years after failing to catch a serial killer who suffocated 10-year-
old girls and placed them in their beds dressed as angels, Kitt Lundgren of the Rockford, 
Illinois, Violent Crimes Bureau investigates a new string of similar crimes.

2

Stabenow, Dana Kate Shugak

Edgar Award-winning novelist Dana Stabenow writes intricately plotted, witty, and 
atmospheric mysteries set in Alaska. These compelling, tightly paced mysteries distinguish 
themselves through their evocative depictions of life in Alaska, from the icy landscapes of 
its national parks to the idiosyncratic quirks of its citizens. Her strong-willed, well-
developed, and intelligent protagonists, such as the intrepid private investigator in her Kate 
Shugak mysteries, meet quirky and colorful characters, wade through tricky Alaskan politics, 
and struggle with personal relationships as they solve a wide range of intriguing crimes.

21

Staincliffe, Cath Sal Kilkenny

Don't be fooled by the domestic nature of her cases -- this aint no cosy series. Sal Kilkenny 
is one of the more appealling new female eyes, a British single mother and Manchester 
private eye, who's a well-rounded and refreshingly earthy character. Sal's our kinda gal--
she's sensitive, compassionate, clever, and just hard-boiled enough (or at least thinks she is) 
to take a licking, and keep on ticking. It's probably just as well, because the mean streets of 
Manchester that she goes down can turn particularly mean

8

Stone, David Micah Dalton (Thriller)

Micah Dalton is a "cleaner" for the CIA.   Attached to the Agency's Clandestine Services, it is 
his job to come in and clean up after the mistakes of others. He is very good at his job but, 
as the series opens, he is suffering from a personal tragedy that has him drinking far too 
much, smoking too much, and not really caring about himself. As yet his work has not been 
affected but the rest of his world has suffered and it appears just a matter of time before 
his demons get the best of him.

4
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Stout, Rex Nero Wolfe

Rex Stout wrote "armchair detective" mysteries featuring that brilliant agoraphobic 
Montenegrin, Nero Wolfe - gourmand and orchid fancier. Narrator Archie Goodwin does 
the legwork; police Inspector Cramer serves as an obnoxious foil. Stout plays fair by giving 
readers the same access to clues as the characters. Leisurely pacing allows readers to enjoy 
the strong sense of place and the often humorous descriptions and dialog. Violence 
generally occurs off-screen. Although Wolfe himself is a misogynist, Stout's female 
characters are intelligent, capable women with interesting personalities.   (last 11 written by 
Robert Goldsborough)

57

Tapply, William G. Brady Coyne

William G. Tapply writes character-driven, intricately plotted, and atmospheric mystery 
stories. His Brady Coyne Mysteries, about a down-to-earth Boston lawyer makes 
compelling and identifiable characters whose personal integrity and determination in 
investigating complex crimes is matched only by his love for the great outdoors. 

25

Thompson, Victoria Gaslight Mysteries

The compelling Gaslight mysteries, set in a vividly portrayed late 19th century New York, 
feature heiress and midwife Sarah Brandt and her friend, ambitious Irish policeman Frank 
Malloy. This appealing pair solve suspenseful and well-plotted mysteries steeped in the 
social injustices of the time, often involving women's issues, and highlighting fascinating 
details of the great city's culture and institutions.

20

Todd, Charles Inspector Ian Rutledge

Charles Todd (pen name for American mother-son team Caroline and Charles Todd) began 
writing with a post-World War I mystery series featuring shell-shocked Ian Rutledge, an 
upper-class Scotland Yard detective whose envious superior keeps trying to get rid of him. 
The vividly described settings around Britain, interesting secondary characters, and slowly 
revealed solutions enhance the fascinating character of Rutledge, who is tormented by the 
voice of Hamish, a sergeant he was forced to execute during the war. 

19

Todd, Charles Bess Crawford

Though raised in England's upper-middle class, Bess Crawford is a courageous battlefield 
nurse tending to the wounded in France and England at the beginning of World War I. 
Curious and responsible, the charismatic Bess becomes enmeshed in the lives (and secrets) 
of the soldiers and families she comes across. Smartly paced plots and atmospheric, well-
researched historical settings round out the appeal.

9
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Upson, Nicola  

Nicola Upson writes historical mysteries in the style of the Golden Age, using as her 
protagonist the mystery writer Josephine Tey. The fictional Tey's lover is a Scotland Yard 
detective modeled on the detective Alan Grant from the author Tey's books, and, like the 
historical Tey, Upson's protagonist is a dramatist closely involved with the theatre. Upson 
replicates the tone and atmosphere of Josephine Tey's mysteries, providing vivid settings in 
London and the countryside, three-dimensional characters, and interesting mysteries set 
after World War I, with plot twists that challenge both amateur and police methodologies.

7

Vargas, Fred Chief Inspector Adamsberg

Jean-Baptiste Adamsberg is a police investigator in Paris who has the poetic soul of an 
Adam Dalgliesh but with less personal angst – though he has a puzzling relationship with a 
musician who randomly appears and disappears in his life. He follows his intuition to solve 
cases, and he can’t explain how he reaches his conclusions. These atmospheric stories have 
a strong sense of Paris and France – not as tourists see the country. Interesting and quirky 
characters include Adamsberg's right-hand man, other detectives in the unit, witnesses, and 
the perpetrators themselves.

9

Vazquez Montalban, Manuel Pepe Carvalho

(First book in series) Pepe Carvalho, ex-cop, ex-Marxist and constant gourmet, is working as 
a private detective in Barcelona, when a body is pulled out of the sea, its face so badly 
destroyed that the only way of identifying it is through a tattoo that says: 'Born to raise hell 
in hell'. A local hairdresser hires Carvalho to find out who the man is.

9

Walker, Martin Bruno Courreges

Starring the affable police chief Bruno Courreges -- a man with a good heart, a sharp wit, 
and a large appetite -- these mysteries take place in St. Denis, in the scenic Perigord region 
of France. Containing elements of both cozies and procedurals, the series is anchored by a 
strong sense of place and made believable through rich detail.

10

Weaver, Tim David Raker

Dogged private investigator David Raker, a not particularly likable loner, feels personally 
responsible for finding missing persons in these intricately plotted and noirish 
psychological crime thrillers. The how and why are at least as important as the who in 
these dark and sinister tales, which are deeply felt and atmospheric, while not shying away 
from action and violence.

3
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Wesley, Valerie Wilson Tamara Hayle

Valerie Wilson Wesley writes character driven African-American fiction for older kids and 
adults. Her compelling adult books include the Tamara Hayle mystery series in addition to 
emotional, engaging works of psychological fiction and romance. Her books for young 
adults are upbeat chronicles of the realistic adventures of elementary school students. 
Regardless of age level, Wesley's books feature strong female protagonists who are richly 
described.(First book in series) Private investigator Tamara Hayle is forced to confront her 
deadbeat ex-husband when he asks for her help in finding out who has killed two of his 
sons, a situation that Tamara fears may claim her own son's life.

8

White, Randy Wayne Doc Ford

Marion "Doc" Ford, a marine biologist and ex-CIA agent, lives and works on the west coast 
of Florida. After ten years of living life on the edge, it was hard for Doc Ford to get that 
addiction to danger out of his system. But spending each day watching the sun melt into 
Dinkins Bay and the moon rise over the mangrove trees, cooking dinner for his beautiful 
neighbor, and dispensing advice to the locals over a cold beer lulled him into letting his 
guard down. Then Rafe Hollins appeared. How could he refuse his old friend's request---
even if it would put him back on the firing line? Even if it would change forever the life he'd 
built here on Sanibel Island?

24

Willig, Lauren Pink Carnation Mysteries

These plot-driven Georgian romances are as much about espionage and adventure as they 
are about amour. Primarily set in London during the Napoleonic Wars, they star intelligent, 
independent heroines on secret missions to win hearts and wars. Their fast pace and 
evocative descriptions are complemented by nail-biting suspense and pulse-quickening sex.

12

Wilson, F. Paul Repairman Jack

Repairman Jack isn't your average appliance repairman—he fixes situations for people, often 
risking his own life. Jack has no last name, no social security number, works only for cash, 
and has no qualms when it comes to seeing that the job gets done. 

15

Winspear, Jacqueline Maisie Dobbs

Set in post-World War I era England, these satisfying historical mysteries, rich with 
historical detail, unfold gradually and feature well-developed, compelling characters, 
especially the eponymous Maisie Dobbs. The independent Miss Dobbs investigates 
mysteries head-on, and social issues are indirectly highlighted along the way. Always 
upbeat despite the seriousness of some issues, the books feature a hint of romance.

13

Woods, Stuart Stone Barrington

NYPD cop turned suave Manhattan lawyer/P.I. Stone Barrington tackles crime, terrorist 
threats, and the courtroom in these fast-paced and suspenseful thrillers. Most of the novels 
stand alone, connected by a cast of characters that includes cops, CIA agents, and several 
U.S. presidents. The series dabbles is violent, sexy and featuring glitzy high life.
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