
Bangor Public Library
Local History Collections Guidelines

Overview

Bangor Public Library’s local history collections are available to all community members
on equal terms. Our holdings support the research of historians, genealogists, teachers
and students, artists, and anyone interested in the history of the Bangor region. Our
holdings also support the work of library staff for use in exhibits, outreach,
programming, and publications.

Collection scope

Material types
The local history collections consist of four main areas:

● Reference resources
○ Nonfiction works concerning local history, genealogy, and biography
○ Includes: Books, pamphlets, newspapers, directories, serials, microforms,

maps and atlases
● Manuscript collections

○ Unpublished, primary source materials that document Bangor’s history
○ Includes: Personal and family papers, business and organizational

records, photographs, scrapbooks, and other original materials
● Rare books

○ Rare and high-value items such as first editions and early works from the
library’s collections

○ Includes: Incunabula from the 15th century to artists' books from the 20th
century

● Institutional records
○ Administrative and historical records of the Bangor Public Library
○ Includes: Accession records, directors’ files, correspondence,

photographs, materials documenting major library projects and events

Geography
The main geographic scope of collecting is Bangor and Penobscot County. We also
collect reference resources with a strong connection to Maine, New England, and
Eastern Canada.

Subject strengths
The following subject areas represent current strengths in our collection that we will
continue to develop. We are particularly interested in addressing any gaps in order to
make these collections more inclusive and representative of our community as a whole.
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● Business and industry
○ Materials that document local businesses and major industries such as

lumbering
● City of Bangor

○ Historical Bangor records; City of Bangor publications and reports
● Community life

○ Records of arts, civic, professional, and social organizations
● Education

○ School publications such as yearbooks and catalogs; manuscripts
including scrapbooks and class reunion materials

● Journalism and publishing
○ Newspapers, periodicals, and newsletters published in Bangor from the

19th century to present; Bangor Daily News records and photograph
archives

● Military history
○ Service records of Bangor residents; WWI and WWII posters; Dow Air

Force Base publications and photograph albums
● Music

○ Records of musical organizations including the Bangor Band; original
scores by local composers

● Photography
○ The work of portrait studios and photographers from Bangor; collections of

photographs that document the Bangor region
● Religion

○ Records of churches, synagogues, and other places of worship
● Social movements

○ Materials that document significant social movements such as abolition
and temperance

● Transportation and travel
○ Materials related to the history of water, road, and rail transportation; field

books and journals documenting 18th century travel

Future directions
● Architecture and neighborhoods

○ Materials that document Bangor’s built environment and the history of its
neighborhoods

● Oral histories
○ Recordings of interviews with Bangor residents about their life

experiences of memories of significant events
● Participatory digital collections
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○ Contemporary materials or digital surrogates of historical materials
contributed by community members and partner organizations

● People and families
○ Materials that document the lives and experiences of a broad range of

Bangor residents, especially from communities that are underrepresented
in our collections

What we do not collect
● Materials with restrictions on access or use
● Collections the library cannot properly care for due to size, condition, or value
● Photocopies or facsimiles of original materials
● Objects such as trophies and awards
● Day-to-day financial records such as bank statements, canceled checks,

receipts, daily balances, and invoices
● Active (current) records of a business or organization
● Copies of widely-distributed books, newspapers, and magazines

Related collections

Bangor Public Library has a strong relationship with other area repositories whose
collecting missions complement our own. These include the Bangor Historical Society,
Fogler Library Special Collections, Maine Historical Society, and others. Local history
staff will make referrals when materials offered to the library may be more appropriate
for another repository. In general, we aim to not duplicate collecting efforts of other
institutions or divide related records.
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